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More young Jordanians are tying the 
knot through Al Afaf Charity 

ty Raed A1 Abed ... . . _ * —^ 


By Raed Al Abed 

Star Staff Writer 

3S?- ILI ? Y °U believe it! It’s with God’s will our 
“ a frcli "S lhat our dreams 
lU tome Hue. but I had no idea that it would hap- 
ElSlLfjy* Ths ,s bow Abdel Ghani and Njoud 
*0. maniad Urreugh A, J Afaf 

Abdel Ghani and Njoud were one of four other 


couples that were married in the first group wedding 
in the history of Jordan. The ceremony, held by the 
Al Afaf Society, was performed in October 1*995. 
Another four couples joined the second group wed¬ 
ding on 19 July 1996. and the latest will take place 
this month on the 17th. 

Getting married and starling a family is probably 
the number one concern for thousands of youns Jor¬ 
danians—after finding a job. But with hefty chang¬ 


ing traditions and attitudes towards the requirements 
of couples in wedlock. mamrfJprdanians are finding 
it difficult m get married. Sjjttee"marriage, at a young 
age. is seen by Islam as udoideal precaution against 
social ills. Al Afaf Society lias taken up the chal¬ 
lenge to help young Jordanians join in holy matrimo- 
m. 

Continued on page 2 



/ can see that you ’re just the right 
husband for my daughter!! 
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Supplement cn frun(uis du Star 


Weeklies 
experience 
hard times as 
deadline to 
reorganize 
approaches 

By BhamSadeq 

Star Staff Writer 
THE DISPUTE between 
the government and the 
press over the implemen¬ 
tation of the new Press 
and Publication [tempo¬ 
rary] law is heating up as 
the deadline for the reor¬ 
ganization of newspapers 
approaches. 

According to the law. 
all weekly newspapers are 
required to increase their 
capita] to JD 300,000 
before 15 August. The 
brunt is falling on week¬ 
lies as most would be 
unable to raise the 
required capital by the 
law. 

. All evidence suggest 
that the weeklies have to 
chose from four bitter 
options: Increase their 
capital, merge, close their 
doors or await the resolu¬ 
tion of the Supreme 
; Court. 

Editors of eight week- 
Jies have authorized Law¬ 
yer Hussein Mjalli. the 
Jordanian Lawyers Asso¬ 
ciation president to file a 
against the new press 
law. But. Mjaili is now 
busy in Al Dakamsah 
trial. _ 

Weekly newspapers 
continue to reject the law 
and regard it as a way to 
kill freedom and democ¬ 
racy in the country. But 
the weeklies are obliged 
today to deal with the 
temporary press law as 


problem with the 
ess law lies in the 
which should be 
to JD 300,000; 
AJ Remawi, -chief 
jf Al Majd Weekly 

ft j don't manage to 
ur capital, then we 
have any other 
but to close and 
X . Such capital is 
j and can hardly 
•*heI0ld7T he Star. 
emawi pointed out 

; weekly can regJS- 
tunally the news- 
capital with the 
y of Trade and 
J but added the 
won’t agree 
/He pointed out 
tbfl government 
is to deposit all the 
l stated in the law. 

1 Mansour, cruel 
of Al Radath 
believes that 
'■ the law remains 

me. toe 

0 find a way of 
jp their financial 

to cope with its 

meats-*’ . . fl _ 

vever, rasing the 
"s capital" to 
3 amidst prevailing 
1 economic condi- 
a heavy burden 
KkKes,"- Mansour 
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Islamist hardliners 
appear to be winning 
bid to boycott elections 


Violence in Hebron 
escalates as clashes continue 


By Raed Al Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
INTERNAL ^DIVISIONS 
vridun"Jordan's Islamic move- 
mbnt over its.participation in , 
the- November ■ parliamentary 
elections have -resurfaced 
pointing to a deep crisis. Two 
trends have emerged, prag¬ 
matic and traditional, and 
both are now at loggerheads. 
While the pragmatists support 
full participation by the 
Islamic movement in order to 
maintain presence in the polit¬ 
ical life of Jordan, the hardlin¬ 
ers are openly calling on the 
leadership to boycott the 
November poll. 

The internal strife, has 
weakened the II-party oppo¬ 
sition bloc, where the Islamic 
Action From (IAF) is the 
leading party, and left the 
‘coalition' in confusion. 

Within 10 days, the Islamic 
movement will take its his¬ 
toric decision; to participate 
in the coming elections, or 
not So far, the hardliners 
appear to be winning the con¬ 
test. The question is how will 
such a decision affect the 
unity of the once united 
Islamic movement: The Mus¬ 
lim Brotherhood and its politi¬ 
cal arm, the IAF. 

-The majority within the 
movement see no use in con¬ 
testing the elections." said 
Lower House Islamic deputy 
Abdel Mone’m Abu Zunt, 
who appears to be the self- 
appointed leader of the hard¬ 
liners. “The official decision 
to boycott the coming elec¬ 
tions will be taken within 10 
days." 

However, the pragmatist 
trend believes that the Islamic 
movement will be the main 



Election fever: Islamists can't make up their minds 


loser if it chooses to abstain 
from participating in the next 
elections. 

Dr Ishaq Al Farhan, general' 
secretary of the IAF, said the 
issue of participation in the 
coming elections is under 
extensive study. He told The 
Star that “we will consider oil 
Lhe circumstances and our 
options remain open. We have 
differences in views but this 
is natural." 

Dr Farhan. a moderate 
within the movement, denied 
recent press reports that he 
had handed in his resignation 
from the Muslim Brother¬ 


hood. “I am still a member of 
the Muslim Brotherhood and I 
remain general secretary of 
the IAF.” Farhan said. 

“I am for our participation 
in the elections under any 
condition.” said another 
Islamic deputy. Dr Bassam Al 
Umoush, who is considered a 
key activist in the moderate 
wing in the Islamic move¬ 
ment "We are a reforming 
movement, which aims at 
spreading Islamic Da’wa.” he 
said. "We founded our party 
[IAF] to participate in the 
political life in the country 
and parliament is the essence 


of political work." 

AI Umoush denied lhal the 
majority of Islamists support 
boycotting thV elections. He 
said the Islamic movement 
has surveyed its members 
three months ago and that 
two-thirds of those asked 
supported active participation 
in the elections. He added that 
the majority oj the Shnru 
Council and lhAhu Ghunimae 
Executive Council of the 
Muslim Brotherhood sup¬ 
ported the 1AF\ participation 
at that time. 

Continued on page 2 


Agency Reports 
HEBRON. OCCUPIED West 
Bank—A Palestinian teenager 
has heen shot dead in a clash 
between Israeli troops and Pal¬ 
estinians in Gaza. Violence 
also broke out again in the 
West Bank city of Hebron, 
where several Palestinians 
wounded by rubber 

hullcts. 

the confrontation in Gaza 
began when a group of about 
2iJt> Palestinians broke into a 
cultivated area near the Gush 
Katif settlement bloc, where 
bulldozers were leveling sand 
dunes. 

Israeli soldiers opened fire, 
killing a 16-year-old Palestin¬ 
ian. "Maher Al Assar, 16. of 
deir el-baiah arrived at Shifa 
Hospital dead as a result of 
being shot with live ammuni¬ 
tion in the chest," said Dr Moa- 
wia Hasanetn of Shifa 
Hospital. 

Soldiers shot the boy as Pal¬ 
estinians demonstrated near the 
Gush Katif settlement bloc 
alter Jewish settlers began 
work on a strip of land Arabs 
said belonged to them, wit¬ 
nesses said. 

This was the second day of 
confrontations which left 
scores of Palestinians injured. 

Medics at a makeshift field 
hospital on the Palestinian side 
of the confrontation line treated 
about 30 young men and boys 
lor injuries, mostly minor, 
from rubber-coated steel bul¬ 
lets. One youth was hit in the 
head. 

A lew hundred yards up 
Shalefch Street, past the rocks 
and hard, cylindrical bullets 
that littered the road, other 
Hebron residents did their 
shopping, carefully inspecting 
Lomatocs. melons and crates of 
fresh fish. Few flinched at the 
sound of periodic gunfire. 

It was another day in Heb¬ 
ron. a divided city that simmers 
these days with a feeling more 
akin to expectation than fore¬ 
boding. With no one talking 
peace, an escalation is on the 






i" 


~ j 


Palestinian youth hurl stones are Israeli soldiers in 
Hebron 


way. say the youths who dart 
in and out of the city's alley- 
ways. taking aim at die Israeli 
soldiers guarding Jewish settler 
enclaves. And that's good, they 
say. 

"We feel that something is 
coming." said Sharif Abdel 
Baaset. 19, who said proudly 
that he had been injured three 
times by the Israelis, most 
recently last week. ‘The Israe¬ 
lis are intensifying their 
actions, and we have to carry 
on the battle." As he spoke, a 
rubber bullet, fired by one of 
the soldiers on a nearby roof¬ 
top, struck a 12-year-old. 
Mohammed Daadreh, grimac¬ 
ing and blinking back tears, 
displayed an instant welt on his 
right shoulder. 

The two Israelis were hurt 
when a pipe bomb was thrown 
from a rooftop onto troops in 
an alley below. Both men were 
hit in die legs by shrapnel, with 
one suffering severe injuries. 

Palestinian police, who ear¬ 
lier in the day kept a peaceful 
demonstration away from the 
Jewish enclaves, were nowhere 
in sight as the rocks and bombs 
were thrown. 

The Israeli military com¬ 


mander in Hebron, known only 
as Col. Gadi, said on an inspec¬ 
tion tour that the incident rep¬ 
resented "an escalation in the 
devices and the methods" used 
by the Palestinian youths, who 
have recently begun throwing 
gasoline-filled bottles and 
homemade bombs. 

The commander also said 
the Palestinian security forces 
were not cooperating suffi¬ 
ciently with their Israeli coun¬ 
terparts to prevent violence. 
"We have coordination but no 
cooperation." he said. 

The clashes came one day 
after the Israeli media reported 
that Israel and the Palestinians 
had agreed to resume their 
security cooperation, which 
deteriorated in March amid 
Palestinian anger over Israel's 
decision to launch construction 
of a new Jewish neighborhood 
in East Jerusalem. Peace talks 

Continued on page 2 




Archeologists race to stay ahead of Beirut’s bulldozers 

. - have uncovered a Roman street cal will to ensure that the city’s 

By AnnLoU°™ shops; the foundation of a historic past will be properly 

BEIRUT— For the past wo ^de and a “glacis." a preserved 

Clone Plirvers bus IQ* ft * __ kfc Mmn[iAru m fho umrM Art 


BfclKU 1—rw r—• y ' 

years, Hans Curvers has fol¬ 
lowed the bulldozers of Beirut. 

A bilKon dollar campaign to 
rebuild the city’s war^wu 
downtown has unearthed Bei- 
nrt’s archeological And 

Savers has been there to stop 

the bulldozers from reding 
*c historic remains to tub bfc 
The success 

of his efforts— 
and those of J-;.- . 

35 

gists and their ... 

SSV? Be p-o f t 

be found in the v . • - 

cavernous base- 

Orthodox 

l^kSsof pottery shanfedaDn^ 
ftom the Iron Age to toe Ctu 
Si's time- -The excavations 


Orthodox 


have uncovered a Roman street 
of shops; toe foundation of a 
Crusader castle and a “glacis." a 
sloped stone wall indicating the 
site of ancient or Iron Age Bei¬ 
rut-even an ancient dog 
cemetery. 

‘The quantities are quite 
impressive,** Curvers admits. 

But time is running out 

The discoveries were made 
during construction to 
replace Beirut’s 
bomb-battered 
infrastructure-— 

tJ rfflifr' utility lines, sew- 
'wwr ere, roads. That 
work is nearing an 
f t end now. And as 
\J 1 «■ contractors pre¬ 

pare to build the 
skyscrapers and 
glass towers of toe new city sky¬ 
line questions are arising over 
die ’future of *e aidieotopcal 
sites unearthed so far. Some 
archeologists say Lebanon has 
neither toe money nor toe politi¬ 


cal will to ensure that toe city's 
historic past will be properly 
preserved 

"Nowhere in the world do 
you have such surfaces under 
investigation." Helen Soder. an 
archeology professor at the 
American University in Beirut, 
said recently. "It is quite 
impressive and deserves to be 
preserved in an intelligent and 
attractive way” 

This urban archeological dig 
is unlike any in toe world. The 
find coincided with a decision 
by Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri to rebuild Beirut’s 
downtown after 17 years of 
civil war turned the Middle 
East’s once bustling economic 
hub into a battlefield. 

The facades of neoclassic 
landmarks were blown to bits 
during the sectarian fighting. 
The rooftops of once posh 
hotels became snipers nests. 
When toe war ended in 1990, 
toe cost of the devastation 



AVB: One of Beirut's archaeological landmarks 


totaled S25 billion. 

Hariri, a billionaire devel¬ 
oper. formed a development 
company to oversee the planned 
SI.8 billion reconstruction. Two 
years ago. Soliderc weni 10 
work. More than 660 buildings 


265 are expected to be restored. 
The initial work has focused on 
replacing Beirut’s infrastruc¬ 
ture—sewer pipes stretching 16 
miles, 25 miles of water lines, a 
240-megawatt power station. 

Along toe way. toe bulktaz- 


have been demolished: another ers. front loaders and backhoes 


churned up artifacts and rem¬ 
nants of Beirut's ancient past. 
The Lebanese Department of 
Antiquities, with funding from 
toe United Nations, appealed 10 
archeologists from around lhe 
world to come to Beirut. Teams 
from Britain. Holland. France 
and Italy responded to the call. 
Construction sites became 
archeological digs. But toe Leb¬ 
anese government couldn't raise 
the money to property fund toe 
excavations. 

Soliderc then hired Curvers to 
oversee the finds. 

“I follow wherever a machine 
is digging," Curvers said, 
explaining his job. **I have a 
look. If they discover anything. 
I have them slop and we try to 
get a team to go in and start 
working fast" 

The digs have turned up an 
impressive array of Beirut’s 
past—Roman cooking pots, sev- 

Con tinned on page 2 
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More young Jordanians 
are tying the knot 
through A1 Afaf Charity 

'ontinued from page 1 celibacy and reorient people to [he philoso- their 10 ^ on traditional 


Continued from page 1 

President or this unique society. Senator 
Abdel Latif Arabia!. is a conservative Isla¬ 
mist who said that “our Arab and Islamic 
society is suffering from imported sick tra¬ 
ditions and behaviors which threaten its 
structure." 

He added that “wc must work hard to 
enlighten people of the wisdom of our re¬ 
ligion and emphasize its positive influence 
on our culture and thought." 

A1 Afaf. which in Arabic means ‘chasti¬ 
ty.* was founded in 1993. It is an indepen¬ 
dent charity that facilitates the process of 
marriage for couples who. because of fi¬ 
nancial hardship, would not otherwise be 
able to tie the knot as it were. 

At the heart of the Afaf philosophy is a 
new vision of marriage and family values 
through firmly spreading the traditions of 
Islamic Sharia'. In this respect too. A1 
Afaf also has a research center that con¬ 
centrates on the study or the family and 
marital problems. 

"The principle behind the Al Afaf fund 
is to protect society from spinsterhood and 


celibacy and reorient people to the philoso¬ 
phy of marriage,*' said Mufeed Sirtian, di¬ 
rector of the Al Afaf Society. 

An Al Afaf study found that the number 
of men and women who are outside the cir¬ 
cle of married life is growing al an alarm¬ 
ing rate in this country. 

Statistics show that 60 percent of wom¬ 
en between the 20-25 age groups are no 
longer getting married. In the 25-30 age 
group for males the figure has grown to 45 
percent. 

According to the Unemployment and 
Poverty Survey of 1995. young people are 
getting married later on in life. In 1981 the 
average age for males was 26.8 and for fe¬ 
males it was 22.8. Today however, the av¬ 
erages have gone up. The 1995 Survey 
points out that it is 28.6 for males and 24.8 
for females. 

Sociologists attribute this to the worsen¬ 
ing economic situation, high cost of living, 
increase in unemployment and consequent 
rise in poverty. TTiis is in addition to tradi¬ 
tional marriage obligations which are be¬ 
coming harder to maintain. The burden of 
the dowry and other expenses are taking 


their toll on traditional atti¬ 
tudes towards marriage. More 
and more people are realizing 
that they simply can't afford 
to be married. 

Mr Sirhan estimates the av¬ 
erage "cost of marriage" in 
Jordan at JD 6000 to 7000. 

By a simple mathematical cal¬ 
culation. Sirhan added, “a 
university graduate who 
works in the public sector, 
and has a monthly salary of 
200 dinars needs six years to 
save enough money to cover 
the initial cost of marriage." 

This is partly why Al Afaf 
Charity was established. Mar¬ 
riage is basic to the Islamic doctrine and 
teachings. 

In addition to organizing group wed¬ 
dings. A! Afaf. through the Islamic Bank, 
helps to arrange easy loans for young cou¬ 
ples. 

Since its foundation, about 500 persons 
received such loans. 

"By group marriage, we seek to en¬ 
courage people into matrimony." said Al 



dowSirhan. and “change the social tradi¬ 
tions related to it. Also “we aim to deepen 
the principles of social cooperation and 
solidarity in society." 

Since its existence, the charity estab¬ 
lished the “At Afaf Fund" which is some¬ 
times referred to as the "Marriage Fund.* 

The society relies on donations and 
wills. Furthermore, there are a number of 


benefactors who frequently contribute to 
the fund. Some are even people who in¬ 
tend ro get married. . . . . 

"These amounts are deposited in me 
bank for the purposes of accumulation, 

said AJ Sirhan. . 

Al Afaf will open branches in other ar¬ 
eas of the Kingdom sometime this 
year.l 


Weeklies experience hard times as 
deadline to reorganize approaches 


Islamist hardliners appear to be 
winning bid to boycott elections 


Continued from page 1 

“Giving u** three months to 
reorganize our finances is 
tnsuTftcicni. Establishing big 
investment companies, espe¬ 
cially in the media requires 
time to attract large scale 
invc'.lurv 

However. Mansour added 
that contacts arc going on to 
establish a large company with 
the participation of some prom¬ 
inent political and economic 
figures who are willing to 
invest in media publications. 
Though the picture is still not 
clear. Mansour said, it is 
encouraging. 

If these weeklies fail to raise 
their capital. Mansour added, 
they will be given an additional 

three-month period to either 
adjust their financial status or 
their license will he revoked. 

Al Mreihuq is also seeking to 


attract capital. Its managing 
editor. Hassan Ababneh told 
The Star “we have called for 
new investors in our weekly in 
a bid to maintain our pres¬ 
ence." He affirmed that the 
paper has already taken a 
“decision to stay in the market 
under whatever conditions. 
"We are trying our best to 
establish a big shareholding 
company to increase capital 
and continue with our 
publication." 

But Ababneh is under no 
illusion. Speaking frankly, he 
said the interest of investors in 
newspapers is not that much. 

Another option for local 
weeklies is to merge. Regard¬ 
ing this possibility, the three 
cheif editors. Ababneh. 
Remawi and Mansour pointed 
out that contacts have been 
made on the issue but no tan¬ 
gible results have been 



achieved so far. 

They all agreed that mergers 
may be at the cost of the ideo¬ 
logical perspectives of the dif¬ 
ferent weeklies. 

In addition they may arise 
financial problems that would 
hinder such mergers, for 
instance, if the weekly is to be 
sold, the issue of its fiscal 
status and debts will be in 


dispute. 

Despite the fact that the three 
cheif editors are preoccupied 
these days with adjusting their 
finances, they stress that they 
are against the new press law. 
The only thing they can do now 
is hope that a case against the 
government will be filed in the 
Supreme Court ■ 



Continued from page 1 

However, support for the 
moderates appears to be thin¬ 
ning especially as in view of 
recent internal and external 
developments. 

"Currently, the movement 
is holding a new survey to 
measure the movements 
mood on the participation." 
said Al Umoush. 

There are several reasons 
behind the shift in mood 
within the Islamic movement. 
On top of these is the belief 
that the IAF had failed to 
influence policy during the 
past parliament in particular 
policies regarding peace with 
Israel and normalization. 

"If we participate or not. 
normalization with the Zion¬ 
ist enemy will continue." said 
Abu Zunt. "Statements, dem¬ 
onstrations and opposition 
will change nothing. Our 
shouts are falling on the gov¬ 
ernment’s deaf ears." 

However, experts in Isla¬ 
mist affairs are doubtful 


Clashes in 
Hebron 

Continued from page 1 

have been frozen ever since. 

But Palestinian officials, 
while confirming that security 
chiefs for the two sides meL 
last week, said the session did 
not indicate any immediate 
renewal of the comprehensive 
security coordination that 
existed three months ago. 

"Coordination has never 
stopped, but it won’t be like it 
was before until the construc¬ 
tion stops at Jabal Abu 
Ghneim." said Nabil Amr. an 
adviser to Yasser Arafat, who 
used the Arabic name for the 
hill that is the site of the new 
housing project Israel has said 
it has no plans to halt the pro¬ 
ject. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


AIR CANADA 

code Sharing With Royal Jordanian 
Announces The Operation To 
Montreal & Tortmto Twice A Week. 

Every Tuesday & Thursday 
AC1003 

Departure Amman Al 12:15 

Arrival Montreal ■ At 18:20 

Arrival Toronto Al 20:35 


Departure 

Arrival 

Arrival 

AC1004 

Departure' 

Arrival 


Departure' Toronto Al 22:05 

Arrival Montreal At 23:25 

Departure Montreal At 23:59 Arrival Amman 
17:40 .* (Nextday) Wednesday & Friday 


AH Times Local. 

Connections To'All Cities In Canada. Reasonable 
Prices & Guarmecd 3cal Confrmation. 
■You Can Earn & Redeem Acroplan Miles. 


For Reservation Or Any Other 
Information Please Call Ac G. S. A. 
Nahas Travel & Tourism 
King Hussein Street Tel : 625535 
. Amman, Jordan* . v ^ 



Farhan 

about the intentions of the 
leadership of the Islamic 
movement to boycott the elec¬ 
tions. They say the on-going 
debate is a form of “political 
maneuvers" to pressure the 
government 

Mr Ziyad Abu Ghunima. a 
former leading member in the 
Muslim Brotherhood who 
was expelled from the move¬ 
ment four years ago, said the 
Islamic movement is bluffing 
in order to strengthen its 
negotiating stand with the 
government. He added the 
movement hopes to rebuild 
its popularity while negotiat¬ 
ing a deal with the 
government 

” "Members of the Islamic 
movement are disappointed 
with their leadership. The 
threat to boycott the elections 
is aimed at cooling down tem¬ 
pers within the movement” 
Abu Ghunima said. 

But observers believe that 
if the movement decides to 
boycott the elections, it will 
be breaking up a 40-year-old 
truce with the government 
“Being out of the political 
race will threaten the unity of 
the Islamic movement and 
will risk its historical rela¬ 
tions with the regime,” said 
one moderate Islamist who 
preferred not to be identified. 
He added that such a contro¬ 
versial decision will be 
viewed as one taken over 
principles not on issues. 

Meanwhile, the (AFs other 
10 partners in the opposition 
coalition find the current 
debate within the Islamic 
movement disturbing. The 
leftists and the pan-Arabists 
are holding extensive meet¬ 
ings to come out with a joint 
list of candidates to contest 
ihethe elections. 

The 11-party opposition 
released a statement last week 
asking voters to prepare 
themselves for the coming 
election as these parties will 
fight for a bigger representa¬ 


tion in the coming parlia¬ 
ment. The statement was 
signed by all the II parties 
including the IAF. 

“We released this state¬ 
ment to encourage people to 
participate In the elections, 
because we feel that the pub¬ 
lic is demoralized,” said Mr 
Salim Al Nahas, secretary 
general of the People's Dem¬ 
ocratic Party (Hashd). 

Mr Nahas, who is a peri¬ 
odic president of the council 
of secretary generals of the 
1 .1-party, opposition, main¬ 
tained that "all the opposition 
parties including the IAF wilt 
participate in the parliamen¬ 
tary elections.” ■ 


NMC 

organizes 

summer 

music 

course 


FOLLOWING ITS 
annual summer tradi¬ 
tion, the National 
Music Conservatory 
(NMCVNoor Al- 
Hussein Foundation is 
organizing a summer 
music course to be held 
at tiie NMC from 5-31 
July. The course aims 
at providing all inter¬ 
ested from all ages, the 
opportunity to mak e 
use of the summer 
course iu enhancing 
their performance 
skills. 

This year’s summer 
course includes individ¬ 
ual lessons on oud, 
qanoun, nay, violin, 
viola, cello, contrabass, 
flute, clarinet, oboe, 
saxophone, piano, gui¬ 
tar as well as individual 
lessons on the harp 
which has been recently 
introduced as one of the 
musical instruments to 
be taught at the NMC. 

The course also 
includes group lessons 
in Music Reading (Sol¬ 
feggio and dictation) 
and Theory. Both pri¬ 
vate and group lessons 
are held twice a week 
and are supervised by 
highly qualified faculty 
members of the NMC. 


to the Disco Sound of CD-Fans 
& the mega mix DJ 
(Morad Kalice) 


Swimming Pool 
on Sunday July 6th, 
14.00hrs - 19.00hrs 


Entrance: couples only 

pnce:5.500JD per person 
Tel: 758180 
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JORDAN 
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An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan Al Asmar 


are an 9nr over tomato paste 

^*>lioea! farmers are angry with the recent Spanish veto over 
^ % jS° f i f° rdaniai ? tomato paste entering countries of the 
i.^aopean^Lhuon asi initialed between Jordan and the EU in 

iferiu^ n^ C S n ™f L n May: Generai Secretary of die 
AI Faour said the Spanish vao came 

Fa ™ ers ^ now “ llin g for fae boycott of 
; jSjaanisn products coming into Jordan. 3 

Rumble in a tumble 

lhe name of the game in Al Fuhcis last week, 
fig*? 3 9° youths broke into the Arizona dub creating 
.. tn^yhem in die club, and destroying chairs and tables. The 
' ^ Pf ace w hich was originaliy licensed as a 

,mo a nighl c,ub servin S alcohol, it was 
h £* hMDed lem P ers Situated in a residential area, 
ftjr- totals became angry and wrote to officials in the Fuheis 
•'^oiQpahiy. in that regard, but with no success. The latest 
ypddent by local youths was a last desperate auempt to close 
^ Sf P ac * gening quite a reputation. The 

■ : r£®“ 1 ^? 4ay u r ’ Anl u° n Adiel F* enies having given a license for 
the coffee shop to be turned into a night dub. 

VT awjihi exams over 

:M VteTavijhi is effectively over. After what proved to be an 
• eventful year characterized by break-ins into the examination 
-rooms in Sait during the first weeks of the exams, students 
appear now to be home and dry. Now the long wait fill the 
.-..-third week in August. But a couple of incidents did take 
■--.place. It was reported that a student attempted to sit one of 
, ; ibe exams for his brother in one of the areas in Amman. He 
, wa 5 caught in the process by one of the invigilators and 
taken to the police. It was only after much ‘•tribal” 
intervention that the youth was allowed to go. Needless to 
say. the examination paper of the student was tom up. In 
-another incident some students in the examination halls tried 
to run away with the exam papers and the answer book, but 
.. they were soon apprehended by the invigilators. 

Tunnel to be completed by 10 July 

'. Mi It s almost completed. Well, nearly. The tunnel under the 
-King Talal Square on the Third Circle will be completed by 
10 July, according to Amman Mayor Dr Mamdouh al Abadi. 
He said the tunnel will reduce the traffic congestion that used 
to characterize the Third Circle. 

Student politics 

. ■ Politics is the name of the game these days. No sooner had 
.; the summer semester at the University of Jordan started than 
students began knocking on the door of the Interior Ministry. 
They are demanding the formation of a new political party 
that would be limited to students. The new party, titled Ansar 
AlBalad (Supporters of the Country) is an apolitical party 
, that deals with social issues according to At Sabeel. 

Hail the left! 

■ The Peoples Democratic Party has decided to enter the 
election flurry. After its annual conference and with the 
reelection of general secretary Salem Al Nahass, the party is 
set to go. Al Nahass said the party's decision to run for 
November election is part of its attempt to widen the number: 
of opposition deputies in the next Lower House of 
‘ Parliament. 


Al Dakamseh’s trial 
takes a surprising turn 


AMMAN (Star)—After 13 
sessions of the trial of Corp. 
Ahmed Al Dakamseh. the sol¬ 
dier who is charged with shoot¬ 
ing seven Israeli schoolgirls in 
Baquora on 13 March, the 
defence team appear to be 
adopting a different strategy. 
They arc now saying that the 
defendant is suffering from a 
“mental disorder", and thus not 
responsible for his actions. 

'Die testimony of the two 
defence psychologist witnesses 
Mohammed Kunan and Ahmed 
Ali Khaluf come us n turning 
.point. It can positively change 
the direction of the trial and 
helps the military court to pass 
a less severe sentence than the 
expected expected death 
penally. 

The psychologist stressed 
that the defendant at the time of 
the shooting, was possessed 
with what they called "anti¬ 
social mental neurosis." This is 
a personality disorder that leads 
to a mental disorder. 

The two witnesses stressed 
that Al Dakamseh must be 
transferred to psychiatric hospi¬ 
tal for a one-month continuous 
observadon. 

The doctors testimonies 
completely contradict former 
reports made by military physi¬ 
cians [court witnesses] who 
repeatedly pointed out that Al 
Dakamseh is mentally sound, 
hut suffers personality 
disorders. 

“It is possible that Corporal 
Dakamaseh. shot the girls in a 
stage of confusion, that resulted 
from provocation.” said psy¬ 
chologist Ahmed Ali Khaluf. 
He stud in this state of bewil¬ 
derment. shooting could he 
considered a symptom of per¬ 
sonality and is instinctual." 

In addition to hearing the tes¬ 
timony of the two defence psy¬ 
chiatrists, the court, and over a 
six-hour session last Sunday 
heard the defence testimony of 
nine witnesses, among them 
two other psychiatrists who 
treated Dakamseh in a military 
clinie in early 1990s. 

They all affirmed thal 
Dakamseh. who suffers from a 
personality disorders, wouldn't 
have control over his actions. 
They added, if provoked he 
becomes easily angry and react 
impulsively without being con¬ 
scious of his behaviour. 
Mohammed. Hazyimeh, one 
psychiatrist who previously 


treated the defendant said “In 
the moment uf action, those 
people do not distinguish 
between what is right and what 
is wrong." 

Dr Hazyimeh said that in 
1994 he made a report un the 
corporal staling that he suffered 
front a personality disorder. 

Another defence witness Dr 
Luifi Ai Khusuwnch. who also 
examined (he defendant, said 
"a person suffering from an 
onli-social personality acts vio¬ 
lently and lose control of his 
actions, especially if being pro¬ 
voked." He added that these 
people might suffer from loss 
uf consciousness and do not 
recognize what they are doing. 
“In this case, patients lose con¬ 
tact with the outside world." 

In spite of this. Lhe prosecu¬ 
tion still charges the defendant 
of plotting. to kill the Israeli 
girls intentionally, since the lat¬ 
ter confirmed thal he was pro¬ 
voked by the school girsls as 
they made sarcastic gestures at 
him while he was praying. 

Corporal Dakamseh told the 
court last week that he might 
have reacted unconsciously and 
shot the Israeli girls while he 
was under the influence of 
sleeping pills. 


However. the 
corporal reacted 
angrily when he 
listened to the testi¬ 
mony of Maj.. Fay- 
rouz AI Sayigh. 
unc of the two psy¬ 
chology experts 
who examined lhe 
defendant. and 
described him as 
having a deviant 
sexual behaviour 
and engaging in 
"bestiality, paedo¬ 
philia and homo¬ 
sexuality." She 
confirmed that she 
was ready to show 
the videotape of 
her interview with 
Dakamseh to the 
court. 

Al Dakamseh 
rejected such 
claims by Al Sayigh. He also 
denied detailing his sexual 
behavior Maj. AI Sayigh. 

The defendant described Al 
Sayigh‘s report as ■■false" and 
meant to "tarnish his image 
and reputation." and he 
stressed that "I refuse to tell a 
woman ahnut my sexual life.” 

However, the court rejected 
Sayigh‘s suggestion and 
upheld Mjalli's view that such 



a showing in court is illegal. 
Next session is to be convened, 
next Saturday. 5 July. 

During last w-eek’s eourt ses¬ 
sions several members of 
Dakamseh's family, including 
his wife and mother testified os 
defence witnesses. They con¬ 
firmed that Al Dakamseh is 
.short-tempered and vioiant 
and often self-distructive. ■ 










AD Dustour General Manager Seif El Sherif signs an agreement with Deputy Managing 
Editor of the Financial Times Syndications Manager Maurice Gent, Tuesday. The agree¬ 
ment allows AD Dustour exclusive use of material from the British-based newspaper. 
The agreement includes The Star English weekly. Attending the signing ceremony were 
AD Dustour's Cheif Editor Dr Nabil El Sharif and the Star’s Chief Osama El Sherif. 
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A story of success 

Jordan’s textbook 
publishing 

TWO YEARS after the end of a five-year Curriculum Reform and 
Textbook Project, funded by the Department for International 
Development (DFID). British monitoring consultants have given the 
Ministry of Education's publishing operation a clean bill of health. 

British consultants, Mr Tony Read and Ms Amanda Buchan, vis¬ 
ited Amman from 12-19 May to review progress and propose, os 
necessary, a small maintenance programme to areas with minor 
problems. In the opinion of the consultants, "Jordan's Curriculum 
Reform and Textbook Project must rank as the single most success- 
fill textbook development project in the world, and the sustainability 
of the operation has been clearly demonstrated”. 

The Curriculum Reform and Textbook Project has been an ambi¬ 
tious and unique example of the development of publishing capac¬ 
ity. to international standards, to produce textbooks incorporating 
the new methodology that encourages a student centered learning 
approach. 

The Ministry of Education has just completed the curriculum 
reform program comprising 563 completely new textbooks and 
teachers' guides for all subjects across grades from 1-12. This tre¬ 
mendous exercise required the detailed design, approval .and imple¬ 
mentation of new curricula, writing, editing, manuscript prepara¬ 
tion. design, production, distribution, evaluation and publication of 
revised instructional materials. 

Since the British support project terminated, the Ministry of Edu¬ 
cation's publishing operation has continued without external assis¬ 
tance. The overall performance of the publishing operation has been 
successfully maintained, and in a number of important sectors there 
have been highly significant developments. 

Jordon’s school textbook publishing is now one of the leaders in 
the Arab world. Jordan has provided technical assistance to Yemen 
and Sudan and individual staff members trained under the project 
operate as occasional specialist consultants in the region. The pub¬ 
lishing department is regularly visited by other countries in the 
region. 

In 1987 the Ministry of Education had virtually no capacity in 
school textbook publishing. Ten years on. the publishing unit has 
fully trained professional staff responsible for editing, copy editing, 
manuscript preparation, illustrations, design and production man¬ 
agement. Design, illustrations. typesetting, publishing management 
and distribution systems have been computerized in line with inter¬ 
national professional publishing standards. 

British support, funded by the DFID and managed by the British 
Council in Amman, has included the provision of long-term consul¬ 
tants in design, production, editorial, and Science/Maths education 
and short term consultants in management, computerisation, distri¬ 
bution and evaluation. In addition, training attachments and study 
visits to the UK and provision of books and equipment have taken 
place. 

The support has resulted in a self-sustaining publishing operation 
which con be on example for replication in countries with similar 
environments. It must be emphasised that the Ministry of Education 
is not involved in a commercial, competitive publishing environ¬ 
ment. as yet. hence departments such as sales, marketing, advertis¬ 
ing and promotion are not relevant. 

Jordan has embarked on 3 comprehensive 10-year Education 
Reform Programme, launched in 1989. The overall aim of the 
reform program is to put in place policy and institutional changes 
thal will jesult in an upgrading of Jordan's human resources base 
into an increasingly skills-adaptable work force, capable of respond¬ 
ing flexibly to changing domestic or external labour market needs 
and opportunities. The aim is thus to develop an education system 
thai emphasises problem solving, critical thinking, analytical skills, 
and the ability to apply information in creative, productive and rele¬ 
vant ways. 

The British Government through the DFID has provided assis¬ 
tance w Jordan's Education Reform Programme, under Phase I of 
the reform, in the following areas: Computers in Education, In- 
Service Teacher Training and Curriculum Reform and Textbook 
Production. Support is currently being provided, under Phase 2 of 
the reform program, to develop the General Examination and school 
assessment systems. 

For more information please contact: Director Dr David Burton. 
OBE Manager Development and Training Services: Mrs Azza 
Hammoudi ■ 


Naouri Group Of Companies 
Achieved Three Recorded 
Certificates of 

ISO 9002 

S.G.S. Yarsely - U.K. granted the Group the 
certificates for best quality assurance, efficiency 
and high standard of quality system in Shipping, 
Freight Forwarding, and Air Freight. 

The Group highly accredits 
Philadelphia Consulting Group Ltd. 
for their great efforts and support. 
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China sees Hong Kong as 
a showcase, but security 
aims could spoil the view 


Our Say. . . 


Dealing with our European business partners 

SPAIN’S UNEXPECTED objection to an item in the proposed Jordao-European part¬ 
nership agreement related to exporting Jordanian tomato paste to the EC market has 
caused disappointment in Jordan especially among fanners. The draft agreement, 
which was initialled in April in Malta, is currendy being debated by the European Par¬ 
liament It will then be sent to each member state for ratification before it finally goes 
into effect This will not happen overnight and before the final draft is adopted, it will 
undergo many changes and amendments. That's the way agreements work and that’s 
what Jordanians must understand. 

Spain's veto must noL be seen as a breach of friendly relations with Jordan. Our 
fanners, who are right to feel frustrated by this unexpected turn of events, cannot ex¬ 
pect such issues to be solved by calling for an outright boycott of Spanish goods. In the 
final analysis, the partnership agreement is an economic, not political, form of coopera¬ 
tion between Jordan and the countries of the European Union. The advantages for Jor¬ 
dan. once the agreement is ratified, are tremendous. Spain's support within the Europe¬ 
an ciub of nations is important for Jordan. We should not be hasty as to wage our own 
economic war—a war we stand to lose— against an important member of this commu¬ 
nity. 

An agreement of this nature is bound to create some opposition from representatives 
of member countries. Their main concern is to protect the interests of their own constit¬ 
uents. Spanish farmers included. But what concerns us hens is that the Spanish veto 
does not mean the end of the partnership agreement. On the contrary. Jordanian offi¬ 
cials will now meet again with their European counterparts to negotiate a compromise 
and in the process they can negotiate for better conditions in other provisions within 
the agreement 

What is important here is for us to understand that we should deal with our future 
European partners as business partners and not opponents. Agricultural policy is one of 
the pillars of the European Community today. Such a policy is creating controversy 
even among community members. French farmers criticize their own government for 
not doing enough to stem the flood of Spanish produce into their own markets. But 
such issues are not solved in reactionary ways. Politicians spend days and even weeks 
debating quotas and prices among other things before reaching a compromise. In es¬ 
sence they are guided by the norms of free market economy where barriers should be 
removed rather than built. Even within Europe such barriers are sail being dismantled. 

As a newcomer to this vast economic market, we should appreciate the long-term 
value of our new status as partners with Europe. We should learn to negotiate our way 
into gaining better deals and opportunities. We cannot expect to reap all the gains in a 
single day. 

We hope that our fanners will realize that the Spanish position is not aimed at them 
in particular. We hope they will support our government’s effort to renegotiate this par¬ 
ticular obstacle and future ones, if they arise, to guarantee the expected benefits that we 
ail stand to gain from. ■ 


The Chinese flag is hoisted by the soldiers of the People’s Liberation Army in a handover ceremony marking the end of 
the 156 years of British rule in Hong Kong, Monday. 


Israeli defames 

prophet 

Mohammad 

Handcuffed! Tatiana Sns- 
nik, a 25-year-old extreme 
right wing Israeli, who 
distributed a cartoon de¬ 
faming Prophet Moham¬ 
mad and the Koran is be¬ 
ing taken to an Israeli 
court, Sunday. Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu condemned 
such posters plastered on 
the walls of around 20 
Arab shops in Hebron. 

“This is an intentional 
crime that our people will 
not forget and proves it's 
impossible to live with 
Jews,” Hamas said in a 
statement ■ 





By Steven Mufson 

HONG KONG—The end of Britain’s 
reign over Hong Kong erases the last 
symbol of China's humiliation at the 
hands of Western powers a century and a 
half ago. However, the July 1 return of 
this city to Chinese control is forcing 
Beijing leaders to choose between two 
conflicting goals. 

On the one hand, China's leaders are 
eager to demonstrate that Beijing can run 
a modem, sophisticated city, -and that 
Hong Kong can remain as stable and 
prosperous under Chinese administration 
as it has been under British rule. To 
achieve that would require a hands-off 
approach, letting Hong Kong be Hong 
Kong. 

On the other hand. China is eager to 
assert its authority over a territory whose 
open expression and recent experiment 
with democracy could spark popular de¬ 
mands for political liberalization in the 
rest of China. In doing so. China might 
have to take a more heavy-handed ap¬ 
proach that could alter the very nature of 
this unusual enclave on the southern tip 
of the mainland. 

How China reconciles these two con¬ 
flicting goals carries huge stakes, not 
only for Hong Kong, but for all of China 
and its leadership, particularly Jiang Ze¬ 
min. the president and Communist Party 
chief, who presided over the transfer cer¬ 
emony. 

In less than three months, Jiang will 
face a Communist Party congress—the 
first since 1992—where he hopes to con¬ 
solidate his leadership position following 
the death of his mentor, the late supreme 
leader Deng Xiaoping. Any problems 
that come up in Hong Kong could make 
it trickier for Jiang to rally the party 
around him and could provide fodder for 
his political foes. 

Deng bequeathed this dilemma to the 
Chinese leadership. When he struck a 
deal in December 1984 with then-British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher for 
the return of Hong Kong, he promised to 
maintain a system of “one country, two 
systems.” to preserve Hong Kong's capi¬ 
talist system and adhere to a mutually 
agreed Basic Law for at least 50 years. 

It was a formula he called “a product 


of dialectical Marxism and historical ma¬ 
terialism." Thatcher called it an "ingeni¬ 
ous idea." But Deng never spelled out 
how China would exercise its authority 
in the territory. 

How the two systems would co-exist 
was not any clearer after a speech by 
Foreign Minister Qian Qichen was pub¬ 
lished recently in the Chinese Commu¬ 
nist Party mouthpiece. People's Daily. 

"The central government’s policies 
Will not infringe upon the interests of 
Hong Kong.” Qian said. “We also hope 
things will not emerge in Hong Kong 
that will infringe upon Hong Kong’s in¬ 
terests or the national interest” 

The reasons for a hands-off policy to¬ 
ward Hong Kong are simple. This city of 
6.3 million people has provided more 
than half of the foreign investment in 
China. With tremendous pressure to 
create more than 130 million jobs during 
the current five-year plan. China’s lead¬ 
ers can ill afford to kill the Hong Kong 
goose and Jose its golden eggs. 

"As China continues to reform, to 
build its economy and construct a mod¬ 
ern society, Hong Kong will serve a key 
role in bridging us with the world mar¬ 
ket.” Qian said. “Therefore the sustained 
prosperity of Hong Kong is in the inter¬ 
est of China” 

But while Beijing's leaders want to 
welcome Hong Kong back into the fold, 
they also want to keep it a city apart. 
And those reasons are linked to the na¬ 
ture of Chinese politics and dominance 
of the Communist Party. 

China is worried about the possible 
spread of Hong Kong's nascent democra¬ 
cy. feisty newspapers and often sharp 
criticism of Chinese leaders—all consid¬ 
ered normal here but impermissible on 
most pans of the mainland. 

Normally, in China those who ques¬ 
tion the Communist Party's monopoly on 
power land in jail. And while US politi¬ 
cians regard public debate as a sign of 
democracy's strength, Chinese traders 
treat public debate as a sign of weakness. 

Chinese leaders have promised to stick 
to their pledge to protect free speech 
here. On the other hand, they have 
warned that they won't let Hong Kong 
be a base for “subversion” 


In his.speech Qian urged Hong Kong 
democrats to stop criticizing Beijing. 
“We do not ask them to approve of Chi¬ 
na’s socialist system,” Qian* said. “We 
only ask them to love the motherland, 
fand) to love Hong Kong” 

It remains to be seen whether China 
will tolerate the degree of freedom to 
which Hong Kong has become accus¬ 
tomed. How will the change affect, for 
instance, sales and prometion of a book 
of the prison letters of Chinese dissident 
Wei Jingsheng, currently serving a 14- 
year sentence in a Chinese jail? 

Jiang's handpicked chief executive for 
Hong Kong, shipping magnate Tung Chee- 
hwa. has set forth laws to roll back recent 
British initiatives and impose tighter limits 
on civil liberties. 

The laws, which the new Beijing-picked 
provisional legislature will adopt in the 
wee hours of the first day of Chinese rule, 
are seen as an effort to reassure China that 
Tung is prepared to limit the extent of dis¬ 
sent and prevent Hong Kong's relatively 
open system from spreading over the bor¬ 
der. 

But keeping a political wall around 
Hong Kong will not be easy. Hong Kong’s 
influence on China could be as great as 
China’s on Hong Kong. 

In Guangdong province most people can 
watch Hong Kong television, including re¬ 
ports of people's taking to the streets, de¬ 
bating in the legislature, complaining 
openly about schools or criticizing Chinese 
leaders. Those Guangdong residents are 
likely to wonder: If people in Hong Kong 
can have these freedoms, why not us? 

Guangdong people wilt not be the only 
ones closely watching developments in 
Hong Kong. Problems here could wreck 
Jiang's efforts la persuade Taiwan to re¬ 
turn to the Chinese fold under a “one- 
country, two-systems” formula similar to 
the one being used here. 

That in turn could undermine Jiang's 
authority and create an opening for Chi¬ 
nese military leaders who favor a more 
aggressive, military option for winning 
back Taiwan, a self-governing island 
that China regards as a renegade prov- 
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A Wavering Grace: A Viet¬ 
namese Family in War and 
Peace , by Gavin Young, 
London, Viking, 238 pages. 

GAVIN YOUNG'S is the sec¬ 
ond Vietnam memoir to be 
published in a little over a 
year. The first. Jon Swain's 
sweetly sorrowful River of 
Time, was a foreign corre¬ 
spondent’s story, an elegy to 
love, war and opium in Indo- 
China. A Wavering Grace is u 
more painful and complicated 
tale ‘‘an ugly story." Young 
writes but it ends up being an 
elegy too. 

Young first went to Viet¬ 
nam as a correspondent for 
the Observer in 1965. and 
within a few months had de¬ 
cided to write about the coun¬ 
try as much as possible 
through Vietnamese eyes. He 
was helped in this by his 
friendship with an ordinary 
Vietnamese family. The book 
tells the story of that friend¬ 
ship over 30 years, through 
war. repression, and finally 
now. almost miraculously to 
Gavin Young, though too late 
for some of his Vietnamese 
friends on increasingly open 

peace. 

When Young met Madame 
Bong and her family they 


were living in Hue. “the flow¬ 
er of Vietnamese cities.” 
Mme Bong had lost her hus¬ 
band to the French war of the 
1950s. but she had a comfort¬ 
able life in a bustling little 
house. Van. her oldest son, 
was about to join ihe army, 
while Minh. her younger son. 
and Que. a sort of adopted 
son. were students. 

In the years that followed. 
Hue was “virtually de¬ 
stroyed.” Van was killed in 
action. Minh and Que were 
imprisoned for seven years in 
re-education camps, and the 
redoubtable, generous Mme 
Bong, tracked down and 
questioned by Young in 1985, 
could only whisper. 'Too 
dangerous, too dangerous.” 
and weep. “I had never con¬ 
sidered the possibility that 
Mme Bong would cry about 
anything. When she burst into 
tears the effect was unbeliev¬ 
ably shocking.” 

Young relates all this with 
a ponderous anxiety that 
seems oddly unjoumalistic, 
until one realizes that here is 
a writer for whom the people 
he writes about have become 
more important than the sto¬ 
ry. In the years after 1985, 
when letters (many of them 
included in the book) were al¬ 


lowed in and out of Vietnam, 
Young kept in touch with the 
Bong family, helping several 
of them to leave the country, 
assisting others who became 
boat people, and even lending 
money to Mme Bong’s son- 
in-law so that he could buy a 
house in the US. 

Young's personal involve¬ 
ment with Vietnam and his 
natural sympathies for the 
“relatively poor but happy 
peoples” who “wanted only to 
get on with their peaceful 
humdrum lives” might'make 
him in some eyes an unrelia¬ 
ble analyst of its recent histo¬ 
ry, and he admits that when 
he returned there in 1985, de¬ 
spite the horror stories from 
boat people, he was still sur¬ 
prised by the level of commu¬ 
nist repression. 

But Young is too painstak¬ 
ingly honest a writer to let his 
own sympathies colour his un¬ 
derstanding of events, and he 
has no trouble blaming com¬ 
munists and Americans equal¬ 
ly for the destruction of his be¬ 
loved Hue, or writing sadly 
that his Vietnamese friends 
were trapped between the 
“cruelty and corruption of 
communism and the corrup¬ 
tion. incompetence and repres¬ 
sion” of America and its allies 


in Saigon. 

Moreover, be does not need 
to say himself how pointless 
the American war in Vietnam 
was. He leaves that to Robert 
who published a book in 1995 
acknowledging that the Amer¬ 
icans “were terribly wrong, 
the war could and should have 
been avoided.” 

The horror of a pointless 
war is Young's underlying 
theme, and he twice quotes 
Graham Greene's words from 
The Quiet American about pol¬ 
iticians waging war until they 
“agree to the same peace that 
we could have had at the be¬ 
ginning, making nonsense of 
all these years." 

Of course there was no 
peace agreement in Vietnam 
the Americans lost the war 
and were chased ignominious- 
ly out oF the country. But 
there is another invasion now, 
a cultural and economic one, 
and the irony is that the Amer¬ 
icans are winning this without 
even trying. Gavin Young’s 
elegy is not only for the Viet¬ 
nam lost to napalm and re¬ 
education, but the Vietnam 
that is increasingly being lost 
to Coca-colonization. ■ 
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Turkish - 

Identity Iff* 

IT HAS become fashft&HpA; 
He, in academic circTe&pS^ 
start probing' the 1 ’quod 

of identities of s0cW 

that are multi-«hnic;/*B*b 

mulu-denoniinationaL 

The issue 3ias -jdSIqs’ 
prominence recently- a* 
natural progression.^ id 
don building and nhlKm&f- 
ism, or at times, fronhifc; 
advocacy of dissolution/ 
and fragmentation. : . How=2 
ever, it seems that ttiedoir 
sence of a real and crystht-;^ 
ised sense of ideology :ha& 7 = 
contributed a great de&to;'' 
the degeneration ofytiift 
current trends of mtelkictaL: 
al thought. Ideology" 
become synonymous withy 
hate, and natural coexist 
tence has been repiacedby>: 
the notion of rcrturaLcoifcy 
flict. • .;tr-7 

To discuss Turkey in the y 
context of identity'is"■ in¬ 
different than discussing-^ 
other countries; But thead»T ; 
dition of Re fab and- 
Prime Minister Necmeithii 
Erbakan to the Turkish si> .' 
cial formula has matte the 
subject much more vibrant :* 
than it would have otitery : J 
wise assumed. Popular-.; 
voices in Turkey and 
yond have called for £he r l- 
rerum of the country toitsy 
original Islamic roots. Buf^ 
within the country, and bey: 
yond. forces are also call-' 
ing for the preservation;.of 
the secular culture that has' 
characterized Turkey fer¬ 
al most 80 years. 

Turkey, in plain words, 
is part of Europe as weli^s 
Asia; a Mediterranean 
country and a Balkan state, j 
A fell member of NATO, 
and an associate of the'EU, 
but at the same time it is a 
signatory to the recent - 
trade agreement with eight_ 
Islamic countries. ‘ 

In essence, it is a coun-. 
try with a multitude of op¬ 
tions and a variety of geo- ' 
graphical connections. - 
Would it be practical, or 
even logical, to start poll¬ 
ing the country towards an 
Islamic pole, or a Europe- 
an'xme. And does it make 
much sense, to trace On 
ethos shaped by an empire - 
that has no relevance to I 
modern-day TUricey, or 
seek the alternative of the 
unwritten book of secular¬ 
ism? 

These issues became 
more distinct when Refah 
was in power. It was not" 
the first time that Mr Erba; : 
kari assumed a high politi¬ 
cal position in Turkey. His 
views were never hidden 
from the Turkish public in" 
the past, and under previ¬ 
ous political party banners 
it was still political Islam 
that he advocated. 

What has changed is not 
the circumstance in as 
much as the actions' and 
perceptions of the nature 
of political Islam. Thf? 
choice of becoming either., 
dominated by an Islamic 
government, or a seculir' 
one, panicked the diver?. , 
gent interest groups in'the 
country, and set the mo¬ 
tion of policy studies . 
among international think- 
tanks. 

Again to be put in they 
position of stark choicesls 
in itself .as dangerous: & ; 
pulling Turkey towards:, 
one cultural heritage or an-. ' 
other. Islam is part of Tbr-; 
key but the western cubuy; 
ml outlook is an important 
part too. To bum bridges ; 
when they already exist To ~ 
a natural state, is a folly / 
that cannot be rectified,'’ 
and it turns the country's / 
natural strength into a criy.’ 
sis of confidence and fear- - 
from facing the next centir- 
ry. Islamophobia is os bad . 
as con5piratorially, fraringi- 
westem civilization and its . 
achievements. U would be 
sad not to witness demo- < 
erotic pluralism hand in , 
glove with Islam, enjoying;' 
the benefits of western 
achievements, and' ex¬ 
changing its cultural di-. 
mens ion. . . ' . 

It is also worth pointing/; ’ 
out that the military is also 
part of Turkish culture-arid, 
politics. It has intervened:, 
before In the- political prp-y . 
cess of the country, and - 
has been indicating its 
readiness to be involved/' .- 
once again, if the politi- ■ 
clans of the country did .. 
not change the course of 
their actions. 

The Turkish army has - 
been made the guardian of - 
Kemalism, but in essence.' - 
and since it is part of cuh. J. 
hire and politics, maybe/ .. 
and the indications testify- 
to that, one day it can be¬ 
come the guardian of .dK 
nation? ■ 
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Business 

scene 


■ The ceiling for for¬ 
eign investors equity in 
economic projects in 
Jordan has been raised 
to 70%. Some say it 
could reach a 100% in 
certain -economic sec¬ 
tors. The previous 
ceiling was 50%. 

Among investment 
sectors involved. in the 
100% increase are land 
and air transport, 
banks, insurance, com- 
. mnnication, agricultural 
supplies and buying 
stocks at Amman 
Financial Market. 

However, foreign 
equity in trade, ser¬ 
vices. mining, construc¬ 
tions. and contracting 
should not exceed 50 
percent. 

■ The Bahrain-based 
United Gulf Bank, has 
bought JD 2 million 
shares in the Jordan- 
Kuwait Bank. Its size 
of equity in the Bank is 
20 percent. The non- 
Jordanian overall share 
in the Bank's capital is 
now 49%. The Jordan- 
Kuwait Bank is to offer 
5.5 million shares for 
general and private sub¬ 
scription to meet the 
instructions of the Cen¬ 
tral Bank of Jordan to 
local banks to increase 
their capital to JD 20 
million by the end of 
this year. 

■ The Anadarco Oil 
Company and the 
National Petroleum Co. 
signed an oil explora¬ 
tion agreement, accord¬ 
ing to which the former 
carries out oil excava¬ 
tion and drilling opera¬ 
tions in Safawi. north¬ 
east Jordan. 

Over the first two 
years and a half of the 
explorations' contract. 
Anadarco is committed 
to invest about $5 mil¬ 
lion. If the contract 
term is extended, the 
costs of the drilling 
and exploration opera¬ 
tions are expected to 
reach as high as $20 
million over an eight- 
year period. 

■ The Salt-based Arab 
Pharmaceutical Manu¬ 
facturing Co. has been 
awarded the ISO 9001 
certificated. It is the 
firsL Jordanian pharma¬ 
ceutical company to be 
given such accreditation. 

■ Palestinian expatriate 
businessmen from differ¬ 
ent parts of the world. 
America, Europe, Aus¬ 
tralia and the Arab world 
are expected to partici¬ 
pate in the first confer¬ 
ence of "Palestinian 
Expatriate Business¬ 
men". which will con¬ 
vene on 21 - 24. Jufy in 
Gaza and Bethlehem 


Foreign 

Exchange 

Wednesday, 2 July 







Bankers are upbeat about 
CBJ measures to remove 
restrictions on capital 


THE STAR 5 


AMMAN (Star)—Aiming to 
attract foreign investments and 
liberalize foreign currency 
dealings, the Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ; is to remove all 
restrictions on foreign cur¬ 
rency in Jordan. This provides 
for a freer movement in the 
capital market and paves the 
way for greater international 
openness. 

The CBJ is now able to han¬ 
dle visible and invisible pay¬ 
ments (including capital pay¬ 
ments) without restrictions. 
The dinar, foreign currency 
and gold are now freely 


exchanged inside and outside 
the country. 

This cancels the CBJ’s prior 
approval as individuals, and 
companies arc today free to 
deposit their capital in local 
banks or outside. ’ 

Also, residents have the 
right to a bank account in for¬ 
eign currency without a lim¬ 
ited ceiling to withdraw. 

The new instructions allow 
banks to finance the value of 
imported cargo from the free 
zones or on transit, and have 
the option to offer clients all 
related credit facilities to 


Medpartenariat Jordan 
‘97 to be Held at RCC 

A 150 local companies are hosting the Medpartenariat Jor¬ 
dan ‘97 meeting between at the Royal Cultu¬ 

ral Center in Amman. Companies from the European 
XJhlon: and Medpartenariat countries will also be present. 
This is a great opportunity for enterprises in the EU to join 
forces with their Jordanian counterparts and thereby 
esft&tish; Jtbefr. presence in this Increasingly important 
region of the world. To participate in. the meeting an appli- 
cationTonn should be srijmftted to Jordan Export Develop- 
mtmt and Gommerdal Cenlrts CorporiatiOQ (JEDCO) in 
.*• ■ 


secure finance for the cargo. 

The latest measures adopted 
by the CBJ arc being wel¬ 
comed by the banking and 
trade sectors in Jordan. 

Union Bank's Vice Chair¬ 
man Esam Al Salfclr. 
described this step as reflect¬ 
ing confidence in the Jorda¬ 
nian dinar and enhances its 
value. Moreover, he said. iL 
provides much support to the 
in vestment climate in Jordan. 

Minister of Transport Dr 
Bassam Al Sakci stresses that 
this measure will help boost 
• the volume of foreign invest¬ 
ments in the Kingdom. 

Jordan-Kuwait Bank Chair¬ 
man Sufyan AI Saraiawi. said 
the CBJ measure reflects its 
wise strategy to help establish 
confidence of people in the 
economy and refutes rumors of 
the devaluation of the Jorda¬ 
nian dinar. 

"This is a bold step that 
strengthens confidence in the 
stability of the dinar and 
enhances trust in the economic 
situation of the country as a 
result of the maintaining of 
high foreign currency reserves, 
said executive director of the 
Arab Bank Mifleh Aqel. 


While some experts argue 
that Jordanian businessmen 
may be encouraged io transfer 
their investments or launch 
new ones outside Jordan. Aqel 
says there is no risk of this 
and stresses that this should 
not raise fears. 

Jordanian capital is in fact 
slowly filtering back to Jordan 
and remittances of Jordanian 
expatriates arc increasing. 

Ziyad Al Basha. securities 
department director at the 
British Bank said that the 
CBJ's measures arc a signal of 
the healthy position of the Jor¬ 
danian dinar and considered 
them as fruits of the World 
Bank/IMF economic adjust¬ 
ment program. 

Al Basha stressed that the 
banks have to attract skills and 
create new administrative sys¬ 
tems to he able to offer new 
hanking services to clients. 

The CBJ's latest measures 
were also applauded by the 
Chairman of the Jordanian 
Federation of Chambers of 
Commerce. Haidar Murad, 
who said i hat they will 
increase foreign investors con¬ 
fidence in Jordan as long as 
they enjoy full freedom to 


exchange their capital without 
restrictions or limits. 

This is not all. The liberali¬ 
zation of dealing in local and 
foreign 'currencies is seen by 
the prominent banker Hani Al 
Saudi as a rational decision 
that activates external trade, 
simplifies export and import 
operations and reduces their 
costs. 

As for money exchangers, 
this decision will have a posi¬ 
tive effect. They will not be 
obliged anv more to take a 
prior approval from the Cen¬ 
tral Bank in dealing with 
financial remittances. 

However. AI Saudi said that 
this decision comes 25 years 
late as it should have been 
adopted between 1975-1990. 
He argues that if it had been 
taken, the economic recession 
would not have existed. 

He called on the Ministry of 
Finance to cancel the fees on 
importing gold and the Central 
Bank to remove monetary 
restrictions, especially those 
related to curtailing interest 
rates and bank commissions 
on loans and remittances. ■ 


Al Naouri group becomes 
member of the ISO 9002 club 


THE INTEREST of the indus¬ 
trial sector in Jordan in the 
last. few years focused on 
improving its quality to cope 
with worldwide requirements. 
The ISO 9000 is the par 
excellence for international 
companies for it means high 
quality and specifications. 

" But that’s not alL The certi¬ 
fication • 
has been 
enlarged to 
■ include 
companies 
in the ser¬ 
vice sector 
! in Jordan. 

The num¬ 
ber of local 
firms get¬ 
ting the 
ISO 9002 

certificaiio 
n is grow¬ 
ing day by 
day. This 
is seen as a 
positive 
trend 

which rein- ——- — 

forces cYi- Ai Naouri 
ents’ confi¬ 
dence in 

the produce and services of 
such companies. 

Al Naouri Group (NG), in 
addition to other two sister 
companies, the Ammon 
Shipping and Transport Co. 
CAST) and the Salam 
Shipping and Forwarding Co. 
(SSF) have been awarded the 
ISO 9002 certificate last 
week. 

“Though it is something 
relatively difficult to apply 
the ISO 9002 to the shipping 
Industry, we managed to 
improve our performance and 
enhance our services mid be 
strong enough to gel this cer¬ 
tificate”. Mr Ibrahim Noun, 
the Group Chairman told The 
Star. 

The three companies pro¬ 
vide multi-transport services 
distinguished with high com¬ 
petence and quality that com¬ 
petes with foreign companies 



worldwide. 

Ammon, through its world¬ 
wide expertise, specializes in 
marine transport and is con¬ 
sidered one of the biggest 
companies in container 
shipments. 

The company functions as 
an agent for the biggest 
shipping line io the world 
“the 

Evergree 
n Marine 
Corporati 
on 

(EMC). It 
is also 

agent for 
Eva Air. 
Al Naouri 
comment 
ed. The 
EMC line 
has been 
active 
docking 
at Aqaba 
port since 
1994 to 
link the 
countiy 
with 
other 
ports of 

the world. 

As a matter of fact. NG, 
AST and SSF are considered 
pioneers in this field of indus¬ 
try to be awarded the ISO 
9002 certificate: 

TTiis is of course in 
acknowledgement of their 
high quality management sys¬ 
tem. Referring to the impact 
of the ISO 9002 certification 
on the transport and shipping 
industry. Mr Al Naouri elabo¬ 
rated that the acquiring of this 
certificate boosts the confi¬ 
dence of the international 
markets in the performance of 

our local companies. 

In addition, he continued 
“it increases the confidence of 
the trade sector in our perfor¬ 
mance and accredited ser¬ 
vices. and also this naturally 
boosts trust in the staff 
involved in such 

performance.” 



• On the whole, accreditation 
gives more quality assurance 
and reflects the bright face of 
Jordan in international mar¬ 
kets. Mr Naouri expressed 
how proud he was that his 
three companies became ISO 
9002 certified In such a short 
time, and he thanked Mr 
Samer Khubeis of the Phila¬ 
delphia Consulting Group for 
supervising the three compa¬ 
nies program to prepare and 
train the staff on ISO 9002 
requirements and specifica¬ 
tions. right from ihe 
beginning. 

On behalf of the assessing 
authority. SGS Yarsley. UK 
which is authorized to grant 
ISO 9000 certification. Mr 
Esam AI Biheiri was 
impressed with the efficiency 
and the high standard of the 
quality system implemented 
within the three companies 
(NG, AST and SSF). 

Al Naouri described the 
accreditation of the ISO 
9002 certificate to be an 
award for the Ministry uf 
Transport, the Ports Author- 


iiy and the Trade and indus¬ 
try sectors in Jordan. He 
called on other companies 
running transport and 
shipping business to do much 


efforts to become ISO 9000 
certified, enhance their pro¬ 
ductivity and performance, 
and thus meet global chal¬ 
lenges. ■ 



Eliminating poverty requires radical 
solutions 

(T IS estimated that half a million people live below the pov-, 
erty line in Jordan. This is based on a study by the Royal 
Scientific Society and the Ministry lor Social Development. 

The figures in the study are sending alarm bells to offi¬ 
cials who are concerned with drawing plans to eliminate 
poverty. 

Khalil Al Banna, director of Information Department at 
the Ministry of Social Affairs prepared a paper on “Strate¬ 
gies to Combat Poverty and Suggested Solutions." He dealt 
with the issue through studying die tool causes of the prob¬ 
lem. its effects and proposed ways to reduce the level of 
poverty in the country. 

The problem of unemployment and poverty started as a 
result of the 1988-1989 economic crisis. Accordingly, the 
paper says, this led to a decline in the Gross Domestic Prod¬ 
uct (GDP), a decrease in income per capita and sharp hikes 
in the prices of basic consumer goods, amounting to 27 per 
cent. 

Added to this is the reduction in the balance of payments 
and shortage in the country's foreign currency reserve. 

This is not all. The situation worsened In 1990 as a result 
of the Gulf War and the influx of Jordanian returnees from 
the Gulf: The closure of traditional markets to Jordanian 
products and the stopping of aid to Jordan, contributed to the 
worsening situation. Thus, the standard of living deterio¬ 
rated. and unemployment went up sharply to reach 21 per¬ 
cent in 1992. 

Statistics released by the study indicate that the ratio of 
unemployment in extremely poor families is more than dou¬ 
ble that of rich families, at 34 percent and 15 percent respec¬ 
tively. Jordanian workers (hired on a daily or monthly 
allowance) is 83 percent (37 percent in the public sector and 
46 percent in the private sector). 

The young, those below 15 years old ore found more in 
poor families than in rich ones. This ratio was 56 percent in 
1989. 51 percent in 199] compared with 40 percent in rich 
families. 

To face the problem, it is important. Al Banna says to 
allow the poor to participate in the paxiuction process, and 
in making them more active people in society rather than 
accept relief. 

This involves increasing people's awareness. Beside a 
national aid^rogram these people should be given incentive 
and opportunities to produce and improve their standard of 
living. This can he enhanced by creating more job opportu¬ 
nities to absorb the jobless, offer new services and develop 
the exploitation of natural and human resources as well as 
training more competent and qualified manpower. I 

The task of combating poverty should be a collective ' 
responsibility, and so a unified action is needed. 

This requires the establishment of a unified social finan¬ 
cial lending institution iThc Social Bank) with a joint hoard I 
of directors: to save effort, lime and financial costs. 

The paper also calls on expanding the umbrella of social 
security to include various spectra ms in society, especially 
the needy. It concludes that if not tackled the poverty and 
unemployment levels could reach such critical levels as to 
induce crime and lead to disequilibrium and instability in 
society. Therefore.'all members in society should have a 
role in fighting poverty and maintaining solidarity and co¬ 
operation. 

Available statistics on the volume of total relief provided 
by the Social Aid Fund and authorities that arc concerned 
with combating poverty was JD 134. 637. 253. and the bene¬ 
ficiaries were 175.894 families. If the situation remains still, 
then we shall have more cases of malnutrition, illiteracy and 



Al Nahas Tours continues to provide 
links with new “Star Alliance” 


Highest and lowest performing stocks in the Amman Financial Market 
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THROUGH CO¬ 

OPERATION with the Iranian 
Embassy in Amman and the 
Iranian Airlines in Damascus. 
Nahas Tours organized an 
educational trip to Iran on 2 
to 9 May. This included a del¬ 
egation of directors of travel 
and tours agencies headed by 
the Nahas Tours managing 
director. Mohammed Hijazi. 

Nahas Tours was also given 
an award by the Minister of 
Tourism when ii organized 

the first aeroplane with extra 
Diehls from Japan io Amman 
in 1992. This aeroplane was 
carrying 226 lapanesc tourists 
who visited Jordan and Syria. 

Nahas Tours operates as 
agents for the Canadian. Japa¬ 
nese and Iran Airlines. 

Canadian Airlines have 
signed an agreement with 
Royal Jordanian to allocate 40 
seals on RJ aeroplanes for 
Montreal and Toronto. 

On the international level. 
Canadian Airlines have 
entered the five-members 
international alliance for air¬ 
lines “Star Alliance". This 
alliance • comprises United 
Airlines (American). Luf- 


The Star 

652380 

645380 

Fax. 

648298 





Hijazi 


thansa (German). SAS (Scan¬ 
dinavian Airlines System), 
Air Canada and Thai Airways 
International (Thailand Air). 

The five "Star Alliance" 
each have extensive domestic 
and international route net¬ 
works. Together they create 
“The Airlines network for 


earth". 

210,000 


with more 
employees 


flights to 578 cities in 106 


countries. 

The star Alliance “brand” 
provides a mark of quality 
and benefits, .including world¬ 
wide recognition, that will 
become readily identifiable to 
customers. The brand name 
will complement - but not 
replace - each airline's indi¬ 
vidual identity and product 


offerings in home markets 
and around the world. 

Total sales of this Alliance 
are expected to hit $42.3 bil¬ 
lion annually as it is sched¬ 
uled to carry more than 174 
million passengers per year, 
through 6233 departure 
flights in all world airports. 


Jordan Petroleum Refinery 

Vmmmk Company Tender 3/97 

Zy Fuel Oil and Naphtha Additional 

Storage Tanks Project 

Extension of Prequalification Documents Submission 
Date 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery Company Announces the 
extension of prequalification documents submission date 
to become on 2/8/1997 instead of 25/6/1997. 
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Algerian rulers believe 
conflict on the ebb 


By John Daniszewski 

HAOUCHE FANER, Algeria—fifteen- 
year-old Ahmed Sahali stood in the ruins 
of this hamlet, a Faraway look on his face, 
as though he could still hear the murderous 
rampage. - 

Three weeks earlier, he had been asleep 
when 40 armed Islamic militants slipped 
down from the mountains, across the 
ripened wheat fields and through the 
orange groves to raid the 12 brick farm¬ 
houses that were Ahmed's world. 

For 30 minutes, while Ahmed huddled 
in a hole beneath the floorboards of his 
house in horror, he listened to gunfire, 
explosions and the shrieks of his neighbors 
before their throats were slit. In the short 
time it took the civil militia to arrive, 34 
people in Haouche Farter had been slaugh¬ 
tered. An 80-year-old man and a young 
mother, her throat slashed and still clutch¬ 
ing her slain 4-month-old. were among 
those slain by the Islamic militants. 

“Not a single government in the world 
would tolerate these people," said 
Ahmed's father. Mohammed Sahali. who 
managed to protect his family through 
judicious use of on old double-barreled 
shotgun. “They hide out like rats.” he said 
of the militants, nodding toward the cedar- 
covered mountains in the distance. ‘They 
are rats.” 

The barbarity of the war between Alge¬ 
ria's government forces and Islamic extre¬ 
mists has shocked the world. Massacres of 
villages, death squads, car bombings and 
mass arrests have turned the country into a 
place of near-mythic terror. 

And yet with increasing confidence, 
authorities here believe that, through a 
combination of military might and moder¬ 
ate reform, Algeria has turned the comer. 

Last monthfor the third time in three 
years—national elections have been held in 
relative peace, as the military-backed gov¬ 
ernment of President Liomine Zeroual 
methodically builds what it says will be a 
new democratic system. And while the 
country is permeated with fear, many peo¬ 
ple lead seemingly normal lives—going to 
the beach, attending parties and pursuing 


professions and studies with fatalistic 
determination. 

No journalists have been killed in six 
months—progress in a country where 67 
were slain in the past five years. Govern¬ 
ment spokespersons now wax optimistic 
about a return of foreign investment and a 
revival of tourism—brave talk in a land 
where foreigners are targeted for death and 
more than 100 have been slain since 1992. 

While others were writing the govern¬ 
ment off. seeing it going the way of the 
late Iranian shah's regime. Algeria’s rulers 
showed themselves ruthlessly willing to 
use their 100,000-member army, ample 
gendarmerie and other means at the dispo¬ 
sal of an authoritarian state to keep the 
Islamists at bay. 

At least 60,000 of Algeria’s 28.6 million 
people have died in more than five years of 
conflict. The killings have been blamed for 
the most pan on the armed islamic group 
and other Islamic offshoots, whose targets 
have included working women, unveiled 
women, government employees, journal¬ 
ists. academicians, Roman Catholic clerics 
and even Islamic theologians who did not 
meet their fundamentalist criteria. 

But the government response has been 
fierce. U has been criticized by interna¬ 
tional human rights groups for alleged tor¬ 
ture and extrajudicial murders, and cen¬ 
sured for acts such as the killing of 99 
inmates of Algiers' Serkadji prison two 
years ago in what authorities explained as 
an attempted escape. 

Newspapers hostile to the government 
are often closed, or find that printers are no 
longer willing to accept their business. 
Thousands of people under suspicion of 
links to the militants have been arrested. 
Others have simply disappeared. 

But the regime's policy of “eradication” 
—shorthand for wiping out the violent 
islamic threat—has been implemented 
simultaneously with cautious democratic 
reforms. 

In 1995, the country got its first elected 
president; in 1996. a popularly endorsed 
amended constitution: and in June, its first 
multiparty Parliament, with moderate Isla¬ 
mists and other opposition parties taking 


over 40 percent of the seats. 

Between the regime's use of the iron 
fist, its halting steps toward democracy and 
the widening perception that extremist 
Islamic factions have been wallowing in 
mindless violence, support for the Islamists 
has ebbed and the government has bought 
itself time to improve living conditions and 
restore stability, some Western diplomats 
believe. “Repression works," one diplomat 
commented wryly—at least in the short 
term. 

Falling fortunes for the Islamist resis¬ 
tance do not necessarily translate into sup¬ 
port for the government. The red story in 
Algeria may be the emergence of a centrist 
mood that rejects the violent tactics of both 
sides and urges a new national dialogue 
that includes the now-banned Islamic Sal¬ 
vation Front, whose anticipated electoral 
victory in 1992 caused the government to 
cancel elections, triggering the current 
violence. 

Eight of the nine opposition parties 
elected to Parliament in June support nego¬ 
tiations over force to solve the country's 
crisis, and the imperative to restore peace 
appears to have been uppermost on the 
minds of the voters. 

Whether the country succeeds in defeat¬ 
ing violence and restoring stability has 
ramifications beyond Algeria itself. 

To think of Algeria as a problem only 
on the far side of the Mediterranean is 
fairly shortsighted,” and not just because 
of the gas and oil it produces, one Western 
diplomat said. 

Senior government officials defend the 
decision to halt* the Islamist takeover in 
1992, likening the use of the ballot box by 
the Islamic Salvation Front to Hitler's rise 
to power in Germany, if the Islamists had 
not been stopped, the argument goes. Alge¬ 
ria would have lost its only chance at 
democracy and been turned into a theo¬ 
cratic autocracy. 

“On behalf of democracy, their aim was 
to kill democracy," said Lahcens Mous- 
saoui, a secretary of state in the Foreign 
Ministry. 

He said he feels that the government has 
been vindicated in its choices, and he por- 


US administration foggy 
about Gulf War toxic 
cloud exposure 


By Patrick J. Sloyan 

WASHINGTON—One year 
after belatedly admitting that 
US Army troops exploded 14 
tons of sarin nerve gas during 
the Gulf War. the Clinton 
administration still doesn't 
know if 20.000 or 200,000 
troops were exposed to a toxic 
cloud that waftkl over the Iraqi 
battlefield. 

Senior Pentagon officials, 
however, hope to have some 
answers this month that may 
give a new perspective to an 
array of illnesses affecting 
more than 100,000 men and 
women who served in the 1991 
conflict. Even low-level expo¬ 
sure to nerve gas may have 
contributed to the illnesses that 
began to show up almost two 
years after the war. according 
to Pentagon researchers. 

. . “We're going to deliver as 
promised on July 21," said Ber¬ 
nard Rostker, on assistant Navy 
secretary who is the Defense 
Department's point man on an 
issue that has tarnished Penta¬ 
gon credibility. 

Rostker has been accused of 
obstructing the investigation of 
the nerve gas exposures by the 
Presidential Advisory Commit¬ 
tee on Gulf War Veterans' Ill¬ 
nesses. In Congress there have 
been bipartisan allegations of a 
Pentagon cover-up. 

In July, Rostker plans to 
make public a long-delayed 
computer analysis of a poison 
cloud created by an explosion 
set off by US Army engineers 
near the sprawling ammunition 
complex at Khamisiyah in 
southern Iraq. There were two 
distinct demolition operations: 

—On March 4. a week after 
the ground war ended. 9.2 tons 
of liquid nerve gas contained in 
1.060 warheads of 122 mm 
rockets went up. 

According to the CIA, the 
plume from that blast drifted 
northeast, away from 1.100 sol¬ 
diers involved in the destruc¬ 
tion. Most of the liquid chemi¬ 
cal was contained inside 
' concrete bunkers that were col¬ 
lapsed by the explosion, the 
CIA reported. On that day, US 
soldiers destroyed 33 other 
bunkers filled with Iraqi 
explosives. 

—On March 10, 4.8 tons of 
sarin was destroyed outside the 
Khamisiyah bunker complex 
known as "tite piL" About 550 
rockets- inside wooden crates 
stacked in the open were 
exploded, sending the nerve £j»« 
into the atmosphere. 

Most of the controversy cen¬ 
ters on the March 10 event, the 



distance the plume traveled and 
the amount of sarin carried 
aloft and eventually deposited 
on persons on the ground. 

According to the CIA and 
the Institute for Defense Analy¬ 
sis, that plume drifted 165 
miles due south, where more 
than 200,000 American sol¬ 
diers were deployed along with 
British and Arab forces. Their 
analysis was presented to the 
White House panel on March 
18 in hearings in Salt Lake 
City without reference to the 
deployment of 325,000 allied 
ground troops on the southern 
Iraq battlefield. 

The official US Army his¬ 
tory of the conflict shows only 
imprecise locations of larger 
units beneath the track of the 
CIA plume, such as the 1st 
Armored, the 3rd Armored, 
parts of the 1st Mechanized 
Infantry and the 1st Cavalry 
Divisions. Also in the area was 
the 2nd Armored Cavalry 
Regiment 

Just east of the CIA plume 
are the 2nd US Marine and the 
British 1st Armored Divisions. 
Uncharted, however, are thou¬ 
sands of soldiers in VH and 
XVni Corps support units that 
were also on the battlefield. 

“We still don’t know exactly 
where all the troops were on 
March 10,” said retired Army 
Lt, Gen. Dale Vesser, one of 
Rostker’s investigators. In an 
interim report June 26, the Pen¬ 
tagon for the first time pin¬ 
pointed the locations of 13,000 
troops from the 82nd Airborne 
and 24th Mechanized Tnfantry 
Divisions, two units In XVUT 


Corps. 

Last year the Pentagon esti¬ 
mated at least 20,800 from 
those units were within 32 
miles of Khamisiyah on March 
10. But Vesser said in 1 a recent 
interview that he still needs to 
account for 50,000 support 
troops who were also near the 
pit explosion. 

Far more than 200,000 may 
have been exposed to the cloud, 
which would have reached 
Saudi Arabia and the major 
allied staging area of Hafir a] 
Batin, according to the CIA 
model. 

The reach of the poison 
plume is based on weather pre¬ 
vailing at different altitudes and 
the amount of sarin released 
into tire atmosphere. The CIA 
model is based on the destruc¬ 
tion of 550 rockets, of which 
only 260 were actually blown 
to smithereens. Those' 260 
rockets contained 4,420 pounds 
of sarin. 

Once it is vaporized by an 
explosion, the poison gas can 
remain airborne for 72 hours, 
dropping on persons below 
when there are changes in sun¬ 
light and temperatures. . 

The model developed by the 
CIA and refined by the IDA 
has been rejected by the Penta¬ 
gon because of uncertainties 
over the amount of nerve gas 
released March 10. 

“There’s too much uncer¬ 
tainty to go around scaring peo¬ 
ple," Rostker said in March 
during a combative session 
with his critics on the White 
House paneL 

In an interview, Rostker 


offered details of an elaborate 
effort to get a more accurate 
account of the March 10 plume. 
From the US Army Rostker 
obtained demolition expens 
who participated in the Khami¬ 
siyah operations. Soil samples 
were taken at Khamisiyah, and 
identical sand and dirt were 
imported from the Gulf desen 
to Utah. 

At the Dugway Proving 
Ground in Utah, the Army 
rigged the 122 mm rockets with 
plastic explosives just as US 
engineers did at the pit, said 
Army Col. Larry Cereghino. A 
pound and a quarter of C-4 
explosive was tied with an 
explosive cord to wooden 
crates holding the rockets. 

While many of the rocket 
warheads— tubes made from 
plastic—were broken open by 
the explosion, only about 50 of 
the rockets were actually vapor¬ 
ized by the Dugway experi¬ 
ments, Rostker said. And much 
of the liquid used to simulate 
nerve gas at the test site was 
contained by the wooden 
crates. 

As a result. Rostker's conclu¬ 
sions could involve lor less 
nerve gas in the atmosphere 
that earlier CIA models. He is 
still uncertain how far the 
plume traveled and how many 
troops may have been exposed. 

“That will be up to the CIA 
analysts to decide." said Rost¬ 
ker, who will be turning over 
his research to the spy agency. 


LA Times- Washington Post 
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trayed the militants as isolated because 
their violence against civilians has boome- 
runged. estranging them from the people. 
Violence will continue for some time, he 
said, but in the long run the violent extre¬ 
mists will be defeated. “The population is 
not following them: even more, the popula¬ 
tion is fighting against the terrorism,'* 
Moussaoui declared. “Whole villages have 
been killed—old ladies and children. How 
can anybody be with them?" 

But others suggest it is all shadows 
within shadows. No one really knows who 
is doing what to whom, and why. 

“You cannot make a judgment.” said 
one journalist wearing an Islamic head¬ 
covering. Her husband, also a journalist, 
was assassinated in 1994. leaving her to 
bring up their child. “If someone asked me 
today who killed Omar. I would have to 
say 1 don't know." she said quietly. 

Sympathizers of the Islamic Salvation 
Front insinuate that much of the violence 
attributed to Islamists is committed by 
government forces. “Killers are numerous 
and everywhere." said a lawyer who repre¬ 
sents one of the most prominent Islamists. 
"All Algerians, without exception, live 
with fear." 

But you might not think it to see young 
people on (he beach in Moretti. about half 
an hour's drive west of Algiers. In Moretti, 
where the blue waves lap against white 
benches lined with tidy tourist bungalows 
and pizzerias, you might forget there is a 
conflict, or even that you are in the Middle 
East- 

Mixed groups of sun-bronzed teen-agers 
in scan! bathing suits cavort on the sand, 
and couples kiss and hold each other. The 
scene would not be out of place in Europe 
or California but would constitute a scan¬ 
dal. and even grounds for arrest, in many 
islamic countries. 

Algeria's puritanical extremist leaders 
would no doubt be apoplectic, which may 
explain why bombs have exploded recently 
on the street outside of several cafes 
nearby. Roads leading to the beaches are 
controlled with concrete barricades and 
military checkpoints, but the youths seem 
to delight that they have salvaged this bit 
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of fun from an otherwise grim Algerian 
reality. 

“We go to the beach. We swim. We 
have parties. Everybody enjoys them¬ 
selves,” Wassila, a 17-year-old high school 
junior, breezily explained. 

But some things have changed. For two 
years, Wassila said, her family kept her 
indoors because they lived in Baraki. an 
area near Algiers that was “hot” with Isla¬ 
mists. Then last year, they had (o move. 

It happened this way, she said: In 
November, a nice-looking young man 
from their neighborhood knocked at the 
door and politely asked to see Wassija's 
father, a mechanical engineer. Once inside, 
the young man took out a pistol and 
showed it to the older man. He issued a 
warning: Wassila's father should refrain 
from smoking and Wassila and her sisters 
should start covering their hair, according 


to the Koran. ^ 

Faced with the threat, her fatter^ 
decided they should leave. They departed; 
before dawn the next morning, and fcrtev i 
settled in Ben-Aknoun. a relatively safe, 
suburb in Algiers that is firmly in the gay- 
emmem's control. 

The young beachgoers are relieved that^.. 
the Islamists so far have been blocked. “If\ 
there was an Islamic state here. I wouitL',. 
Jcill myself." said Elias, a young maiLmi.: 
Sunglasses. - .• 

To which Elira. one of a clutch of .. 
age girls standing nearby, chipped in Teas- . 
suringly: “Never, ever would we have an V 
Islamic state." she said. “Someone will;: - 
always slop them." ■ 

LA Times- Washington Pod \; 
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New Palestinian generation 
feels legacy of Israeli rule 


By Nicholas Goldberg 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM—Just hours 
after his arrest by the Palestinian secret 
police last year. Ghazi Hamad was led 
blindfolded and handcuffed into a little 
room in the heart of the Gaza Central 
Prison. 

His interrogation took place over sev¬ 
eral days, during which, he says, he was 
beaten repeatedly. For more than three 
days, he was not allowed to sleep, and, 
when he wasn't being beaten, he was 
often left bound and hunched in a chair in 
u narrow hullway. assaulted by blaring 
rock-and-roll music and the screams of 
men being beaten in nearby cells. 

It was while he was in the corridor that 
a strange and disquieting notion came to 
him. a Middle Eastern deja vu. 

"1 realized that my own people were 
doing to me exactly what the Israelis had 
done,” said Hamad, who 
spent five years in Israeli 
prisons during the early 
1990s for his role as a 
leader of the militant 
Hamas organization. “The 
rock-and-roll and sleep dep¬ 
rivation. the chair, even 
leaving me out in the corri¬ 
dor to hear the screams. I 
was stunned, but then I 
remembered that almost all 
of them hod spent time in 
Israeli jails, and this. I 
guess, is what they learned 
there." 

The irony was obvioUs to 
Hamad, though somewhat 
frightening: Three decades 
after the Israelis captured 
the West Bank and Gaza, 

Palestinians hod spent so 
much time in Israeli jails 
that they had adopted the 
methods of their captors, as 
naturally and easily as they 
hod learned to speak 
Hebrew in the prison yard. It was a legacy 
of Israeli rule that would be passed on to 
the next generation of Palestinians. 

Today, even as the hold of the Israelis 
over the territories is starting to loosen 
and the Palestinians are beginning to 
wrestle with what kind of society they will 
create in the vacuum, legacies like 
these—not just interrogation techniques, 
but the accumulated economic, social, 
psychological and cultural baggage of 30 
years of occupation—are shaping the Pal¬ 
estinian future. 

“You'd be amazed at what the occupa¬ 
tion has done to us as a people," said 
Salah Tamari, a longtime PLO military 
official from Bethlehem who is now a 
member of the Palestinian legislative 
council. “It’s like a plant growing in a dis¬ 
torted environment: Our natural growth 
was altered, our normal life was disrupted. 

I think it will take a very long time before 
we even begin to understand just how sig¬ 
nificant and damaging the effect has 
been." 

The occupation dotes back 30 years this 
week to the Six Day War in June 1967, 
when Israel, threatened from all sides, 
marched into the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip, appending 3,600 square miles of 
territory and more than a million Palestin¬ 
ian enemies of the State. Arguing that they 
needed to hold the territory as a strategic 


buffer zone against Palestinian terrorists 
and hostile Arab neighbors, the Israelis 
took control of all facets of day-to-day 
life, from the mundane bureaucratic tasks 
of issuing drivers licenses, housing per¬ 
mits and travel documents to the deploy¬ 
ment of the police, prisons and army batta¬ 
lions that have been the foundation of 
their power in the territories ever since. 

Today, about 75 percent of the 2.5 mil¬ 
lion residents of the West Bank and Gaza 
are under 30. meaning they have never 
known life without Israeli army check¬ 
points. Hebrew-language signs and hostile 
bureaucrats. About 400,000 Palestinians 
have been arrested and jailed by the Israe¬ 
lis since 1967, according to Palestinian 
estimates, tens of thousands have been 
wounded by rubber bullets, and more than 
1,300 Palestinians have died during run- 
ins with Israeli security forces in the terri¬ 
tories since they began in 1989. according 
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Families have been scattered through¬ 
out the region and the world. A study sev- 

^ G aza Community 

Mental Health Clinic indicated that 90 per¬ 
cent of Palestinian children age 8 to 14 
hadbeen teaxgassed. either at home or at 
school or on the street Yet in an indica¬ 
tion of how intertwined the two societies 
have become, one out of four Palestinian 
*™^ crosses ‘"to Israel each day when 
the borders are open, according to United 
Nations figures. Probably 50 percent of 
Palestinian men speak fluent Hebrew For 
better or worse the Palestinian and Israeli 
™^ L have grown deeply 

“Life uncter the Israelis has been an 
otpenence that has transformed us," said 
Khaled, a 28-year-old unemployed man in 
the West Bank village of Surif * ° 

Many Israelis defend the tough meas¬ 
ures of the occupation as necessity. £ 
the existence of such implacabtee^S 
sqelose to home. No one wanted Israel to 
become the kind of country that 
collea™: punishment i 
people s homes and shoots tear gas at chn! 
dren, they say. but it happened San «ca- 
ktion of violence. "Neither their tJSL 
nor their experience has ever accustomed 
the Jewish people to exult in conquest" 


said Army Chief of Staff Yitzhak Rabin •. 
two weeks after the Six Day War was • 
concluded, and in the years that followed.. 
the Israelis were to become even more 
familiar with what Hebrew University - 
professor Yaron Ezrachi has called the 
many "moral ambiguities and ideological ~ 
contradictions” that are “the realities of:: . 
conquest" 

Today, while negotiations continue fit¬ 
fully over the future of the West BankandV 
Gaza, the occupation goes on. For Khaled. ' 
in Surif. a hilly town of 15.000 not far 
from the green line separating Israel from, 
the West Bank, the past few months have 
been liule different from years past. After V' 
the bombing of a Tel Aviv cafe that killed. 
three Israelis in March. Israeli forces said : y 
they discovered a Hamas cell operating 
out of the village and issued orders that' - 
residents could not go outsidfe of their 1- - 
houses even during the day and could not ? 

leave the village exce^.';--; 
under extraordinary ^cir- f 
cumstances. (Brief inter-; ; 
ludes were finally gratified-.-v 
to permit shopping for ^-1 
food.) Palestinians calledr 
the two-month curfew.‘^cdl-'r^; 
|ective punishment” oftfe'^-r 
innocent, but IsraeHs saiff^v..; 
such lough measures/were - r ' 
necessary to 1 • 
terrorism. 

The result was 
dislocation and occaSioittf;?? 
tragedy. Many peopfe\1a£££s 
their jobs. A pregtdqi^ 
woman lost her baby whea ^ : 
she couldn't get to the-tiq?^.* 
pital in time after gpiog^ 1 
into labor. The- j 

demolished three : 
belonging to the famUiesjSf^;, 
the suspected 

rorists, saying such despte^ 1 ; ~ 
lions, although hard orysifp^?.f; 
vivors, are among-the Jnq& ‘ 
, , . .. effective ways -Itt. 

future bombings. .'... 

Today, four years after the Osloi^gfc'' 
way, peace process began, it has beSfc‘£-y 
difficult to gauge whether the occupancy A 
is actually ending. Under Prime,Ministtsfefl 
Rabin and Shimon Peres, Israeli'EroOT%'i-l 
withdrew from most of Gaza and fruuiffiv?:.'' 
major cities of the West Bank,. SiejOCfaV . ‘ 
nnme Minister Benjamin Netanyahu'W®/.- 
elected, the Israelis have also; withdrawr.'--; 
j™ 1 ? °f Hebron. Most Palestinian;... 
“ “J® w «t Bank and Gaza now Uve-ftT;.. 

rule" 1 * 1 un< * er at least partial . 

Bul the peace process is stalled and_fbe ? 
occupation only half dismantled!.-JAW*- 
retains security control over 97 percent of... 
me territory on the West Bank aild civil- 
jan administrative control over 70-percent. 
Israeli jeeps still patrol the villages.ati* . 
™ ve Weltis. ^ Israeli checkppititf'^r- 

tne roads. Hie Palestinian-controlled are 3 
is divided into small islands of non-- 
conuguous territory. Border closures cos- . 
unue, keeping tens of thousands of Pales-: - • 
liman workers from their jobs in Israel., 
ano barring Gaza students from ifaeirurtF; _ 
v «*ities m the West Bonk. - FurtbttWprer. 
more than 150,000 Jewish 5ettlers"stfflt«*9_'- ± 
m the territories. M - -A' fW- 
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ney s money machine 
doesn’t slow down 


ByRob Hiaasen 
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- IN' GREEK mythology, Zeus was 
T$iig of the gods, Apollo was god of 

;.-ihe;son,'and Disneyocles was god of 
.entertrinnieiit. 

- Every year. Disneyocles would 
dpseend Mount Olympus bearing 
i gifts, of high art—usually on VH§ 
tape. The ancient roads to the Acrop- 
•. olis-would be closed for the parades 
_ marking each release. Gifts from Dis- 
•neyqiclesi .would be discounted with 

- an^ldriye-through purchase at Olive 
King. And the god of entertainment 
(and his stockholders) said this was 
good. ... 

One.day, during a break in the Pel- 
opoimesian Wars. Hercules was at 
• Ws; health club doing 20 sets of ab 
crunches. when Disneyocles 
descended upon him. 

“Hey, get off me! What’s your 
problem. pal?" Hercules said. 

But Disneyocles said unto Here: 
‘You should be in the movies.” And 
‘ so it was. 

Disneyocles divined that “Her¬ 
cules*" should be rolled out to mortals 
on a summer’s Friday, before the 
change of moons but definitely after 
the Spartans had released “The Lost 
World." 

• Thus, the stage was set for Disney¬ 
ocles’ 35th animated classic. And 
summoning his herculean marketing 
strength, the god of entertainment 
declared “Hercules” (and its promo¬ 
tional tie-ins) would slay the “Lion 
King.” “The Little Mermaid" and the 
disappointing “Hunchback.” 

And the mortals checked their wal¬ 
lets in anticipation. 

It’s no myth. Disney's “Hercules” 
opens this Friday in every nook and 
cranny in the US. The $70 million. 
86-minute movie is critically 
acclaimed—possibly a “comeback” 
movie for Disney, as ridiculous as 
that sounds. “Hunchback of Notre 
Dame" grossed only $100 million in 
the United Stares, compared to Dis¬ 
ney’s "The Lion King” ($312.8 mil¬ 
lion) and "Aladdin” ($217 million). 

But parents don’i need the newspa¬ 
per to tell them Disney is out of the 
gate again. Their children informed 
them of the release date. 

Everyone can follow along: “Her¬ 
cules" is in the theaters, meaning 
“Hunchback” has been out on video, 
meaning McDonald's will offer “Her¬ 
cules" toys with kiddie meals, mean¬ 
ing Burger King still might-have a.- 
few “Hunchback" toys lying-Wound, 
meaning, as we speak, Disney anima¬ 
tors are a third into the next Disney 
movie. 

This can only mean “Hercules" 
will be promoted at Disney’s theme 
parks, on Disney's Daily Blast (Us 
subscription Internet service), the 
Disney Channel, Disney Stores, 
ESPN and ABC, also owned by Dis¬ 
ney. Baseball's Anaheim Angels and 
hockey’s Mighty Ducks might soon 
trade their uniforms for “Hercules”- 
style tunics. 

It’s the circle of Disney. 

And. once again, _ we are sur¬ 
rounded and at Mickey's merry 
merev. 

“Disney has become a nation- 
state,” says Henry Giroux at Pennsyl¬ 
vania State University. Social com¬ 
mentator and student of pop culture, 
Giroux has analyzed Disney movies 
and-reported nationally on what he 
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calls the “Disneyification" of 
America. 

Disney movies are not just enter¬ 
tainment. “It’s the same message: 
consumerism. It’s not simply about 
childhood innocence, it’s about the 
commercializing of children.” Giroux 
argues. Ironically, “what we see in 
these movies is the disappearance of 
childhood." 

Giroux is not the first college pro¬ 
fessor (nor the last) to criticize Dis¬ 
ney for what he calls its 1950-ish 
portrayals of minorities and women. 
In real life. Southern Baptists are 
boycotting Disney for "Guy Days" at 
its theme parks, offering health bene¬ 
fits to partners of gay employees, and 
for signing off on the outing of TV's 
“Ellen" on ABC. But in Disney 
movies, the old stereotypes are alive 
and well and beautifully .animated^ 
Giroux says. : . \ v. ' 'j 

Why does Scar, the scheming lion' 
in “Lion King.” have a British 
accent, while the marauding hyenas 
sound like working-class blacks? 
Giroux asks. Who could blame Arab- 
. Americans for criticizing “Aladdin” 
for its depiction of Arabs as thieving, 
unshaven hustlers? 

Seen any blacks portrayed in Dis¬ 
ney films? One presumably gay char¬ 
acter—Gov. Ratdiffe's assistant in 
“Pocahontas”—is a cowardly, snivel¬ 
ing florist. And the women in Disney 
movies ... don’t get the Penn State 
man started. 

“Have you seen the trailer for 
‘Hercules’? The woman looks ano¬ 
rexic!” Giroux says. “It's the Disney¬ 
ification of heroin chic!" One Dis¬ 
ney, one world view. “Disney 
undermines the notion of cultural 
democracy by creating a cultural 
monolith.” 

At Buena Vista Horae Video in 


Burbank. Calif., callers on hold listen 
to Michael Bolton exhaling a lune 
from “Hercules." Marketing vice 
president Tania Moloney then picks 
up. She says Disney does not have a 
monopoly on what children watch. 
"Families have many, many choices 
of what they warn their children 
exposed to." 

And people can choose not to buy 
each and every video. Her kids, she 
says, are perfectly happy just to 
watch “Lion King” and "Pocahontas” 
over and over again. As Moloney 
says. Disney movies "have great 
repeatability." 

Giroux's kids, by the way. also 
love 'The Lion King." Over and over 
again. 

Ah. the old days—in the time 
before Disney World. EPCOT. 
Happy Meals, Euro Disney. Michael 
Eisner: ‘‘Beamy and the Beast” on 
Broadway, Robin Williams’ Genie 
and ‘Toy Story." Sure. Mickey had 
been a cash mouse, so to speak, for 
generations, but surely there was a 
time when kids could experience Dis¬ 
ney fun without such relentless multi¬ 
level promotions. 

In the 1960s. for instance, they had 
“Walt Disney's Wonderful World of 
Color,” with the man himself intro¬ 
ducing the 7:30 p.m. Sunday tele¬ 
casts. Tinkerbell splashed wonderful 
colors on our TV screens as the 
whole family watched “Salty, the 
Hijacked Seal," "Stub. Best Cow 
Dog in the West" or "Lefty, the 
Ding-a-Ung Linx.” Not a gargoyle or 
magic carpet in the bunch ... or a 
memorable scene. 

Remember when it was a huge 
deal to see a movie in a theater? 
Some kids asked their parents to take 
them to see “Mary Poppins" twice. 
Julie Andrews floating down with 


her umbrella. Spoonful of sugar, etc. 
Now. of course, kids have seen 
"Beauty and the Beast" dozens of 
times. 

Back to Walt. In those 1960s 
shows, viewers caught glimpses of 
Disney's sole theme park— 
Disneyland in California. A whole 
place of just Disney characters and 
‘rides! Mickey Mouse loping around 
and hugging kids! And an E ticket 
got you into the Haunted Mansion. 

Disneyland begat Florida's Disney 
World in 1971. and the other side of 
America descended on Disney's lat¬ 
est commercial baby. Disney World 
begot EPCOT. movie theme parks, 
more resorts. Celebration—the new 
utopian Disney community—and. 
coming in 1998. Disney's Animal 
Kingdom, which will feature. get 
this, real animals. 

"It'* hard to see the end in sight.” 

tvs .history professor Steven Watts 
at the University of Missouri. "I half¬ 
way expect Disney to form a political 
party.*' 

Watts has made a career out of 
studying Disney's effect on Ameri¬ 
can culture. His "The Magic King¬ 
dom: The American Way of Life" 
(Houghton-Mifflin). is due out in 
November. Wans has mixed feelings 
about Disney's success. He admires 
the studio's output and the "pretty 
good stuff” in its recent movies. But 
he can't help but point out that a 
place like Disney World used to be 
separate from society, a "magical” 
place to go to escape reality. 

There is no separation now, he 
says. "It’s become Disney World in 
the real generic sense of the lan¬ 
guage.” ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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Tough guy Mitchum 
always insisted that 
he was never a star 


ONE OF Holly¬ 
wood’s best known 
tough guy stars has 
died. Robert 

Mitchum, who had 
been suffering from 
cancer and emphy¬ 
sema, died in his 
sleep at his home 
near Santa Barbara, 

California. Robert 
Mitchum was known 
as a so-called “man’s 
man" type of actor. 

He often played 
blunt-spoken, strong- 
willed men in his 
films, but he was 
also capable of doing 
comedy, and once 
ev^n appeared in a 
musical. 

The film that first 
brought him fame 
was “the story of G-i 
Joe” in 1945. He 
later gained praise 
for his work in such 
films as “the sun¬ 
downers” “cape 
fear.” and “Ryan’s 
daughter.” 

Mr Mitchum often 
told stories of his 
hard life before 
Hollywood. 

He said he had 
been a prize fighter 
for a time, and that 
the scars from this 
had added to his 
tough look, he also 
had" a reputation of 
being tough on 
directors. 

Rrobert Mitchum 

is said to have died in his sleep, after months 
of suffering from emphysema and lung can¬ 
cer. he was 79. 

Robert Mitcbum always insisted that he 
was not a star, he preferred to be known as 
a working actor. 

“It is a job. I have said it before and 1 
repeat iL one of the greatest movie stars that 
eVer lived was rin tin tin, and that was a 
mother (female) dog. so there can’t be too 
much of a trick to it." 

But his fans and many movie critics disa¬ 
greed. He was a star, whether he liked it or 
not he played a wide range of characters in 
the more than 100 films, he made during his 
50 year career. He was still working even as 
Cancer spread through his lungs within the 
past year, he will be featured in two films 
that are yet to be released. 

The film role that first brought him star¬ 
dom was “the story of G-i joe" in 1945, 




which gained him his one and only academy 
award nomination.” 

Other notable films in which he appeared 
include "River of no return." with Marilyn 
Monroe: "cape fear;" and "Ryan's 
daughter.” 

Robert Mitchum like to talk about his 
rough life before he came to Hollywood, he 
claimed to have once escaped from a chain 
gang, and said that what he called his "ugly 
face" was the result of u short career as ii 
prize fighter, he was also known I'nr his 
fights with directors, and was sometimes 
called "difficult to work with.” 

Robert Mitchum was the son of a Scoich- 
Irish father and a blackfoot (American• 
Indian mother, but he mostly played standard 
cowboy roles in such films as "The Way 

. West" and “El Dorado.” _ 

_ He leaves behind his wife.of 56 years, cor- 
othy. and three grown children, two of whom 
are also actors. Robert Mitchum was 79. HI 



MAGIC 


STAY FOR 2NIGHTS AND GET THE 3RD NIGHT FREE 

This summer, the Holiday Hotel Aqaba is offering • Holiday souvenir family picture 
a very special family package. Family Magic • loh of supervised entertainment for children 

offers the opportunity to stay for 2 nights and get 1 At the rote of JD 37.500 per person per night double 
the 3rd nignt free. occupancy. 

Enjoy your vocation while we take care of your * Children up to 12 years in parents room stay for free 

kids ! Our nannies will entertain and supervise (max. 2 children in parents room) 

your children by taking them to the playroom, * Additional room for children (if required) at JD 

reading children stories, watch cartoons, etc 37.500 per night. t 

Parents meanwhile enjoy a variety of sport 5 Extra nighls at JD 20.000 per person per night in 

activities or just relax at the beach. double room on Bed & Breakfast basis. 

* Extra bed (rollavvay) at JD 10.000 per night 


FAMILY MAGIC INCLUDES : 

■ Accommodation for 2 nij^ls with the 3rd night free 

• Breakfast and dinner 

• Welcome drink 

• Free ice cream for the lads 

■ Free sport s activity vouchers. 






































Managing peace through the 
techniques of meditation 


By Aida Tawil 

Special la The Star 

S it Comfortably, close your eyes, and 
meditate for'15-20 minutes. You will 
find that the stress and pressure dis¬ 
appears naturally from your body and 
mind. You feel completely relaxed, 
says Dr Jagannath Patnail. a stress manage¬ 
ment consultant from India who attended the 
United Nations University/Intmational Leader¬ 
ship Academy program in Amman last month. 

Dr Patnaik has learnt this technique six years 
ago in India. He is an instrument for spreading 


this knowledge of peace to various institutions, 
universities and the corporate sector in India. 
Presently, Dr Palnaik is working as an educa¬ 
tional administrator in the Vi nay aka Missions 
Research Foundation in India which has 30- 
odd institutions in the areas of medicine, tech¬ 
nology and management. He also visits group 
institutions and teaches them stress 
management. 

Dr Palnaik says it is easy to learn and prac¬ 
tice meditation, “It is not concentration, con¬ 
templation or religion practice. No dietary 
restrictions, no postures and so on. It is a scien¬ 
tific technique through meaningless sounds 



which drives your thoughts beyond." he adds. 

Peace I ess ness can be felt as stress and pres¬ 
sure due to family, work, social and other obli¬ 
gations. In its more serious condition, pcnce- 
lessness is manifested in breakdowns, 
addictions, ahuse. crime, emotional imbalances 
and psychosomatic ailments. While medical sci¬ 
ence has helped relieve stree symptoms, and 
psychology has contributed toward understand¬ 
ing the psyche, there continues a genuine search 
for a functional and empowering spirituality 
which can produce within the individual, a 
calm and relaxed state of mind, asserts Dr Pat- 
naik. 

People ask for peace, but whose responsibili¬ 
ty is that? Can anyone who remains peaceless 
be an instrument for peace? Today policy- 
makers arc dedicated to making, building and 
keeping peace. Emphasis i> placed on the \ alue 
of peace precisely because of the great peace- 
lcssness that exists and which has infiltrated our 
lives far deeper than we care to admit, he points 
out. 

Peace must begin with caeh of us. Through 
quiet and serious reflection on its meaning, new 
and creative ways can he found to foster under¬ 
standing. friendships and co-operation among 
all people. 

Peace consists of pure thoughts, pure feelings 
and pure wishes. When ihe.energy of thought, 
word, and action is balanced, stable and non vi¬ 
olent. the individual is at peace with the self, in 
relationships and with the world. To evcercise 
the power of peace embraces the fundamental 
principle of spirituality. Look inward in order to 
look outward with courage, purpose and mean¬ 
ing. To recognise the original quality of the hu¬ 
man soul as peace is to Mop searching ituLside 
for peace. Through connection with the one 
eternal and unlimited source of peace, our own 
reservoirs overflow with silent strength. In its 
purest form, peace is inner silence filled with 
the power of truth, explains Dr Palnaik. 

Programs and projects must include an em¬ 
phasis on individual peace, offering proactive 
and practical means to peace, beginning 



Patnail 

with the first step of knowing the inner-self. 

Talking about the advantages. Dr Palnaik 
says that one practices meditation regularly for 
15-20 minutes. It improves behavior, interper¬ 
sonal relationships, improves health, better 
memory power, better sleep, better understand¬ 
ing ability, positive thinking, gives better prof¬ 
its and productivity within the company, better 
relationship with the family and so on. 

Relying on various scientific studies, he 
emphasi/ied that through meditation techniques 
one can experience the real bliss and happiness 
within self. 

Discuses arc man-made. This is' only due, to 
the stress and pressure on one-self in everyday 
life. Meditation helps to overcome iL Every 
human heing has innate worth which is pure 
and virumus . such a mindset guarantees ulti¬ 
mate victory. Dr Palnaik concludes. ■ 


A new British Airways takes off 

A new British Airways takes off for the Ac the heart of the new corporate identity is 
new millennium with a new strategic the creation of more than 50 world images 
direction and a new identity, backed which will appear on the airline's 300 aircraft 
by a £6.5 billion three-year invest- plus ground vehicles, stationary, signage, timetn- 
ment program in new services, prod- bles. baggage Lass and ticket wallets that bears 


A new British Airways lakes off for the 
new millennium with a new strategic 
direction and a new identity, backed 
by a £6.5 billion three-year invest¬ 
ment program in new services, prod¬ 
ucts, aircraft, facilities and training. 

Based on the largest consumer research exer¬ 
cise in travel history, the aim is to establish Brit¬ 
ish Airways as the undisputed leadef in world 
travel as it flies into the 21st century. 

The new unveiled corporate identity is the 
'the visual promise' of the improvements for 
customers flowing from the company’s 
repositioning. 

It reflects British values, and the nations mod¬ 
em attributes—friendly, youthful, diverse and 
cosmopolitan outlook. 

It underpins sweeping corporate and cultural 
change which began with the launch of BAs' 
business efficiency program last September. It 
hud a wide-ranging review of every aspect of the 
company's business, ensuring it is equipped 
with the right people, and the skills for the chal¬ 
lenges of the millennium. 

British Airways is aiming to set new stan¬ 
dards in customer service, deliver the best finan¬ 
cial performance and evolve from being an air¬ 
line to a world travel business with the 
flexibility to stretch its brand into new areas. 

Radical changes within the industry—the 
emergence of super groupings such as the 
recently announced ‘Star alliance'*, the growth 
of low cost niche carriers and changes in the 
regulatory climate—have also had an impact on 
the airlines strategic review. 


Ac the heart of the new corporate identity is 
the creation of more than 50 world images 
which will appear on the airline’s 300 aircraft 
plus ground vehicles, stationary, signage, timeta¬ 
bles. baggage Lags and ticket wallets that bears 
the British Airways name. 

The company’ corporate palette of red. white 
and blue, is being brightened and lightened, 
more closely drawn from the British union flag, 
to reflect the BA's British heritage. 

The name “British Airways' will be printed in 
a new softer, rounder typeface, and a new three- 
dimensional speedmark has evolved from the 
flat red speed wing symbol along the side of the 
aircraft fuselage. 

Fifty world images are planned, and 15 
unveiled including a tartan from the Scottish 
Highlands, a tent panel from Egypt, calligraphy 
from China, a Japanese painting. Dei ft pottery - 
ware. a Polish paper cut. murals from the Nde- 
belc tribe of South Africa, a wood carving from 
North America, a painting from the bush people 
of the Kalahari Desert and a stitched Union flag 
from Chatham Dockyard. Kent. England. 

Three images from Germany will be used by 
British Airways' subsidiary Deutsche BA. 

One of the first aircraft off the point-line at 
Heathrow was Concorde, British Airways’ 
supersonic flagship, bearing a red. white and 
blue- interpretation of the British Union Flag on 
its tail which has been based on the original flag 
used by Admiral Nelson in the 1805 Battle of 
Trafalgar. 

The aim is to present British Airways as an 
airline of the World. This is particularly 



A BA 747 showing on its tails one of the 50 
part of its new identity 

reflected in the world images, which cele¬ 
brate and unite the communities British Air¬ 
ways serves. They reflect the company’s 
awareness of cultural differences of its cus¬ 
tomers—three in every five of whom nrigi- 


An evening of triumph for Horizon 


Horizon* Advertising proudly attracted the lus¬ 
trous lights of victory during the Anba'a Adver¬ 
tising Awards last month, at the Sheraton Hotel in 
Kuwait. 

The agency stepped up to the crowning stage 
twice that evening to receive two coveted awards. 
The first one was for the best creative in the 
“Investment” category for the Kuwait Finance 
House. 

The award was received by Mr Saad EGjjawi, 
president of the Horizon Network and Managing 
Director of Horizon Kuwait. Expressing his feel¬ 
ing about this - stimulating win he said “this is a 
great moment for me and Horizon. I am sure eve¬ 
ryone at the agency shares the same feeling and 
I'm definitely looking forward for more and 
bigger achievements." Mr Hijjawi thanked the 
Kuwait Finance House for their trust in Horizon 
and for making the joint triumph possible by their 
support or creativity that is effective among con¬ 
sumers and an award winner among advertising 
professionals. 

The triumph peaked when the laureate Horizon 
was up on the stage again to receive their second 
award for “Best Press Campaign of 1996' which 
was also won for the Kuwait Finance House. 
This category conceived the notion of the best 
campaign for the entire year, which emphasizes 


the weight given for such a win. Such an award 
brings pride and ecstasy due to the fact that many 
well presented campaigns were up against the 
Kuwait Finance House campaign. 

The prestigious award was accepted by Mr 
Said Zelneddine. Senior Manager Account Ser¬ 
vices of Horizon Kuwait whose speech on the 
occasion thoughtfully conveyed “...special thanks 
to our creative team who is the real hero behind 
this award". 

Whilst proudly and joyfully celebrating. Hori¬ 
zon team renewed its commitment in continuing 
to produce outstanding creative advertising that 
would serve the interest of its clients best in the 
marketplace. 

Besides the Anba Advertising Awards, there 
were other triumphant moments for Horizon 
Kuwait and the Horizon Network. In 1990 Hori¬ 
zon Kuwait won the Finalist Award for GTC 
Paints “Language of Colors" campaign at the 
New York International Advertising Festival. 
1995 was a success for Horizon Dubai for win¬ 
ning a certificate of merit at the Cresta Interna¬ 
tional Advertising Awards in New York. That 
same year, the Horizon Dubai Office won the 
IAA Advertising Awards in Dubai for Mercedes- 
Benz. ■ 
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Hijjawi 


world images comissioned by the airline as 


naie from outside the UK. 

The airline’s existing livery designed by 
Landor Associates, of San Francisco was intro¬ 
duced in 1984 to prepare for a new ear of 
privatization. 

On the wings of this identity. British Airways 
became a case history in change management/ 
turning around a company considered to be 
"Bloody Awftjl" into one of the most profitable 
privatized companies and the world’s leading 
international airline, carrying more people to 
more destinations than any other airline. 

All the airline's research confirms that it now 
needs to change again if it is to continue as the 
industry leader into the 21st century. 

The new corporate identity created by Lon¬ 
don- hased design consultancy Newell and Sor¬ 
rell. will create a new global personality for 
British Airways for the new era ahead. 

Bob Ay ling, British Airways’ Chief Execu¬ 
tive. said "To stand still in this industry is to be 
overtaken. For BriLish Airways, this is not an 
option. To continue to be the world leader, we 
have to du again what we did in the last decade, 
pul clear blue sky between us and our rivals, 
people have suggested we may somehow Ij: 
turning our backs on Britain. Nothing could be 
further from ihe truth. 

"W C have to reach out to people around the 
world and deliver service that meets their needs. 
They xvant to deal with people who speak their 
language..." 

The company has set aside £2 million for the 
world images and the overall designs. Imple¬ 
menting it will cosL £60 million over three years, 
although most of this would have been spent on 
the regular repainting of aircraft and signage and 
- restocking of stationery if the old livery had 
' hecn retained. ■ 


-I hear •eml-.-Gee. there must beaftunrtBri<»« the 

little guys squirmin' around In there! 



J Oh, my word, Helen! You play, too?... And here I 
always thought you were just a songbird." 



“Look. We know how you did It — how is 
no longer the question. What we now want to 
know is why .... Why now, brown cow?” 


-Si Ap.q-rlv 

A fanatic is a man who 
does what he thinks thi 
Lord would do if he knet 
the facts of the case . 

C 1997 . Tatcne Media Screiaa 


Exhibitions 
M “The Contemporary 
Arab Artists Exhibition” 
showing the works of more 
than 60 artists from the Arab 
world, continues 
ai Darat ai Fu- 
nun, runs till 24 
July. 

■ Paintings by 
nine contempo¬ 
rary Iraqi artists, 
entitled “Ecolo¬ 
gy & Environ¬ 
ment in the Iraqi 
Art”, at the Roy¬ 
al Society of 
Fine Arts, runs till 12 July. 

■ Artworks of Sami Gam- 
moh entitled “Biyoot Min AI 
Salt" continues at AI Taqa- 
dom Association (Dabouq- 
A1 Hummar) till 14 jujy. 

■ An exhibition entitled 


“SHver Jewelry" co, 
at the Jordan Desig 
Trade Centre of Nr 
Hussein Foundation 
July. 



of Kari 
sin conti 
Orient ( 
till 10 Ju 


at Ds 
nun. 
3 Ap 
_ pm. ( 

■ How To Be A 

at British Council 
8 July, at 5:00 pir 

■ Ker, Prime Mu 
British Council, 
day 9 July, at 
fEng.) 
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ENGLISH PROGRAMS 


;Yy.'> i R fts 


V ' SATURDAY 

Si - 3 ^tfe—Holy Koran 
p: 3:35—-French Programs 
!> 4:00—Final Ladies-Tennis 
|V 7130 —News deadlines 
' 735—-Bangui’ with Mr 
[Y Cooper .. 

5;, 5r00—Magazine Zero One 
830—Prism 
: 9:10-—TrareTrax 
10:00—News at Ten 
£ * lOiSO;—Macgyver 
i.' 10:3ft—Feature FQm 


10:30—The Write Verdict 
11:15—Ho micid e 
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SUNDAY 

3:30-—Holy Koran 
335—French Programs 
4:ftS—Tennis Men’s Final 
-live from Wimbeldon. 
7:00—News in French 
730—News Headlines 
735—Fresh Prince of Bel 
Ah' 

8:00—Cinema, Cinema, 
Cinema 

830—The Churchills 
9:10—Renegade 
10;00—News at Ten 
10:30—One West W aikiki 
11:15—Sisters 


TUESDAY 

3:30—Holy Koran 
3:35—French Programs 
4:00—Super Sport FoUie 
430—Dog House 
5:00—Square One 
5:10—The Album Show 
0:10—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
735—Coach 
8:00—Tilt 
8:30—Encounter 
0:10—Nature of T hin gs 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—West Beach 
11:15—Drug Wars 


MONDAY 

330—Holy Koran 
■ 3:40—Spirou 
• 4:05—Problem ChUd 
4:30—Blue Heelers 
5 K)0—Ocean Girl 
5:15—Nature By 
Profession 

6:10—French Programs 
\ 7:00—News in French 
- J 730—News Headlines 
735—Murphy Brown 
8:00—The Giant Nile 
830—Babylon 5 
9:10—Highlander 
10:00—News at Ten 


WEDNESDAY 

3:30—Holy Koran 
335—French Programs 
4:05—Captain Planet 
4:30—Spell Binder 
530—Bordertown 
6:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
735—Grace Under Fire 
8:10—Soldier’s Diary 
8:30—Challenges (Local 
talk show) 

9:10—Spencer for Hire 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Land's End 
11:00—American Gothic 



5:15—Varieties 
5:30—French Film 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Family Matters 
8:00—The Health Show 
8:30—Hawkeye (Drama) 
9:10—500 Nations 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30— “Comedy” 

11:00—Feature Film 


PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANQAIS 


• First First love, first kiss, first 
car...it's all part of the BOOK OF 
LOVE 

Who wrote the book of love? Not Jack 
Twiller [Chris Young), whose hilari¬ 
ous efforts to impress the prettiest girl 
in the school lead to disaster. Whether 
throwing wild parties, imitating James 
dean, or "streaking ” through the 
neighbourhood with his outrageous 
friends. Jack will do whatever it takes 
to win the illusive girl of his dreams . 
But in his obsession for the prom 
queen, he overlooks the one girl who 
really appreciates his unique charm. 
Boasting a classic rock-and-roll 
soundtrack and an irresistible young 
cast. BOOK OF LOVE is a comic 
chapter in the life of a hormone- 
stricken teen who suffers all the hilari¬ 
ous humiliations of adolescence, but 
finally finds that growing up isn 7 all 
that bad! 
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SAMEDI 

3:30—Dessins animus 
Arsfene Lupin 
6:00—Serie policiere 
Sueurs froides 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

L'ceuf de Colomb 


6:00 —Serie 

Operation open 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Extra large 


Video Releases 


DIMANCHE 

3:30—Dessins animes 
Arsene Lupin 
6:00—Magazine 

Faut pas rever 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ziva 


MERCREDI 

3:40—Dessins animes 
Arsfrne Lupin 
6:00—Magazine 
Ushuaia 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ziva 


THURSDAY 

330—Holy Koran 
3:35—French Programs 
4:05—Curiosity Show 
4:30—They Came from 
Outer Space 
5:15—Varieties 
6:10—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 


Family Matters, Friday at 7:35 pm 


7:35—Parenthood 
8:00—World Echo 
8:30— “Documentary” 
9:10—KungFu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Feature Film 
11:00—Taratata 


FRIDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Leo the Lion 
(Cartoon) 

3:30—Wish Bone 
4:05—Neighbors 
4:30—Winners Down 
Under 


LUNDI 

3:30—Dessins animes 
Arsene Lupin 
6:00—Documentaire 

Pegase 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
scientifique 

Cinq sur cinq 


JEUDI 

5:30—Divertissement 

Le monde esi a vous 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Documentaire 

Lcs jardins reconquis 
12:00—Taratata 

Invitee: Maurane 


MARDI 

3:30—Dessins animes 
Arsene Lupin 


VENDREDI 

3:15—Divertissement 
L'tfcole des fans 
5:30—Film 

Dans les ter res 

gelees 

7:00—Le journal 
7:30—Magazine 
Alio la terre 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


■ Bad Moon : Full moon, crescent moon, quarter 
moon, each is a Bad Moon for for Ted Harrison. By 
day, he's photo journalist enjoying a stay with family 
in the pacific north west. By night, he dans figures 

• into a horrific half human-a ware wolf. 

WUJritters 2: (The Main Course) Their hair balls from 
outer space, are back for seconds. In no time, eggs are 
popping open everywhere-a field full of live slock be¬ 
comes a gigantic feeding ground, and local residents 
are disappearing by the mouth full. Can the bounty 
hunters from deep space wipe out the critters before 
an American town is erased from the map? 

■ Fly Away Home: Inspired by a true story, this film 
tells the story of an orphaned child who stumbles on 
orphaned goose eggs. Nurturing the baby geese does 
not mean she can teach them to fly. or does it? 

Find out in this terrific family fun. 

■ Mermaids: the attractive Mrs. Flax (Cher) does not 
exactly lead a settled life. Whenever one of her ro¬ 
mances fails, she moves to another city. That hap¬ 
pened so far 18 times. Cher, her daughters Charlotte 
(Wynona Ryder) and Kate (Christina Ricci) and 
Cher’s new romance (Bob Hoskins) put together a 
very enter training romantic comedy featuring the 
Choop Choop song. 

Courtesv: “The Pleasure Dome " 
Tel: 676558 - Fax: 5538087 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE 



ACROSS ■ 
1 Snack 
5 Means of 


ttjmmunfcaS 

on 

10 Grotto 

14 Tennis name 

15 Puttorth 

16 Under the 
covers 

17 Reman 

18 Strewing 

20 Wand 

21 Cake 
decorator 


beyond_r 

(MortaffW) 

37 drome 

38 Flower 
hotter 

39 Coofing 
device 

40 Fabulist 

41 woodbind 

god . 

42 Locomotive 


DOWN 
t Twangy 

2 Ancient 
Haiandty 

3 Destructive 

4 AttenSon- 


44 Force 

45 Earns after 


46 Lurches 


5 Mexican 
Iquor 

6 Outstte 

7 Cherished 

8 NYC subway 

9 Lawyer, 
abbr. 

10 Gentle 

11 -—’s Irish 


enjoyment 

29 Superficial 
knowledge 

30 Effortless 

31 Activist 

32 Secure 

33 Ardor 

34 Models 

37 Encounter 

38 Weathercock 

40 ‘-r-of 
routes-.' 

41 Father 

43 Part ot the 
- fool 

44 Hazard 

46 Tropical piert 


22 Unkempt’ 

23 Fbctoa* P»® 
25 Matched 

cofcctiore 

SS 35 ?- 


49 Chasm 

52 Dimmish 

53 Nonsensei 
5« Spteshteg 

57 Excavation 

58 Porter 

59 French nver 

60 In the past 


12 Sefl 

13 ResOess 
19 —Park. 

C<*>. 

21 Persian Guff 

nation 
24 NobeGst 


47 Present 

48 Horae 

49 Author 
Shotem 

50 Fraternal org. 

51 Ivy League 


52 Telegram 


Big name to 

China 
is—mthe 

wortd 


6i Uriah — 

Ctd weapon 
63. OB 


25 Denude * %££'** 

28 Taste wBh 57 





—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 


Weekly Tip: Find ways to save 
time through technology. Travel by 
water or hang out ai the beach, while 
the moon's in Pisces. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). 
There’s a big push to stay home. 
Your hue love’s involved, too. Take 
care of obligations. Be careful. 
You’re liable to do something outra¬ 
geous. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Your 
technical skills help you advance. A 
neighbor becomes a friend. Flay as 
much as possible. You may have to 
deal with an emergency. Help every¬ 
body stay calm by your example. 

Gemini (May 21-Jane 21). You're 
receiving lots of attention from a for¬ 
eigner. An investment pays off. 
Listen carefully, especially to the 
body language. 

Cancer (Jane 22-JnIy 22). Get 
your finances in order. Make the 
whole process easier with the help of 
modern technology. 

Leo Only 23-Au& 22). Your part¬ 
ner will give you nothing but grief 
unless you do whatever he or she 
wants. Succumb gracefully. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept 22). Your 
jangled nerves start to heal. The 
workload's intense, bur you can do iL 
Jest take your time, 

Libra (Sept 23-Oet 23). Don’t 
let romance interfere with your 
career. Work not only with your 
brain but also with your iotuitioa. 

Scorpio (Oct 24-Nov. 21). You’D 
have trouble concentrating on your 
work- You want to think about borne 
and family instead. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Study computers and other machin¬ 
ery with an eye to increasing your 
income, a date could be interesting, 
but expensive. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Put 
your money where your heart is. 
Learn more about your emotions. 
Make changes to your bousetold. 

Aquarius (Jan- 20-Feb. 18). 
You’re exceptionally brilliant Pay 
back a woman you owe. You’re 
thinking fast which is good. There 
won’t be time to ponder. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). 
Bureaucratic paperwork makes you 
crazy. H’U be a relief to have it 
done. Love blossoms anew. Do an 

job to make more money. 


Bridge 


An Ace in the Bed 

By Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirsch 

North-South vulnerable. West deals. hand 50 rich “ playing strength as 
NORTH West's, especially with two aces. 


A K 7 4 
UK83 
07 

*AKQ843 


WEST EAST 

A102 AQ983 

<?AJ 10642 <?Q7 
O A8642 0KQ3 
+ Void *10762 

SOUTH 
*AJ65 
095 • 

0 J1095 
+ J95 


The bidding: 
West North 
2U Dbl 
Pass 3<? 
Pass 4A 


South 

2* 

3* 


Opening lead: Jack of ^7 
Underleading an ace is usually 
unwise unless you are fairly sure 
partner has the king. When you do so 
out of the blue for as venal a motive 
as securing a ruff, it can backfire. 

East-West were employing a range 
of 8-11 points for opening bids of 
two in a major. Even so, we would 
not consider taking that action with a 


West's, especially with two aces. 
Nor do we like North's double — 
being simple folk, it seems that three 
clubs is a normal action; even a gam¬ 
bling jump to three no trump could 
be tolerated. Finally, in the modem 
style. North’s three hearts ask for a 
heart stopper rather than show one; 
so we sympathize with South's bid 
of three spades, but North's raise to 
game in die suit opposite a partner 
who did nothing to encourage is 
incomprehensible. Otherwise, the 
auction was reasonable.' 

West’s underlead of the ace of 
hearts gave South a chance. (After 
the lead of the ace of hearts and 
another, declarer cannot structure the 
play to avoid three more losers.) 
Dummy's king won, the jack of 
spades was finessed successfully, 
and the ace of trumps was cashed. 

Now declarer started on the clubs, 
discarding a heart on the fourth 
round of the suit. East ruffed the 
fifth club as declarer discarded a dia¬ 
mond. Since either a trump or a 
heart return would offer no help to 
the defense. East tried two rounds of 
diamonds. Declarer ruffed in 
dummy with the king, then led the 
'last club. Whether East ruffed or not. 
declarer's only losers were two 
trumps and a diamond. 


If You’re Having a Birthday 
This Week: You’re chaugiug to 
veep up with new tcgmol og;.i « 
vxgb now, but worth >he investment- 



Now arrange the anted team to form the 
snrprbe answer.» suggested by the above 


Print answer here: A 


aavHD ova 

V — jsw 8mAup ureiunom dtp uo jcaj isaSSiq sth usmsuv 


xavawB Hiaand aoua hdivh :SJ3msu v 


Would You 
Believe... 


Babe Ruth hit his final 
Major League home run in 
1935. 


Charles Lindbergh collect¬ 
ed $25,000 in prize money 
for his famous flight across 
the Atlantic. 


Rhubarb also is known as 
the “pieplant" because of its 
popularity for use in the pas- 
ny. 


The Scots and Irish were 
(he rwo groups of immigrants 
who introduced Halloween to 
the United Stales. 


Talk about a long year. It 
lakes Pluto 248 earth years to 
orbit the sun once. 


In Sierra Leone, the life 
expectancy is rated at 41 
years. 
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For radiant skin Systema 
offers you Galinus skin care 


Subscribe to 
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TO RESTORE skin radiance and suppleness Gatinus gives 
priority to health foods which provide skin with essential nu¬ 
trients; this is over and above daily skin care. 

Vitamin A is the primary skin health food, which provides 
it with glowing health, which lack of causes skin dryness. 
This vitamin is'found in carrots, apricot, spinach and foliage- 
rich vegetables. 

Condensed, Vitamin B and its derivatives maintain healthy 
skin; its shortage causing the appearance of wrinkles and pre¬ 
mature skin sensitivity. This vitamin is found in grains with 
unremoved husk, and muskmelon. 

Vitamin E restores skin vitality. It is found in Soyabeans 
oil. olive oil. cauliflower, parsley and sunflower. 

Vitamin H helps cells regenerate and resist wrinkles. It is 
found in grains with unremoved husk . hazelnuts, almond, and 
rice husk. 

We should not forget to drink sufficient amounts of water 
daily, and consume small amounts of peppers, spices and very 
hot drinks because they help increase fats. 

Daily Skin Care is to be carried out as follows; 

■ Wash face every morning with Galinus Herbal soap. 

■ Remove dead cells, commodes and acne off the skin by us¬ 
ing Galinus 28 (peeling) daily. 

■ Make a Galinus 21B mask twice a week, once with water 
and the other with honey. 

■ After the mask, use Galinus Cream 44 twice a week on the 
face. 

■ Use Lhe herbal cream Galinus 24 during the day for mois¬ 
ture and protection. 

■Use the eye cream Galinus 27 for a wrinkle-free eye 
area.day and night. 

■ Use the Jojoba cream Galinus 26 to protect skin against 
harsh weather conditions. 

Galinus skin care will help enhance your skin's natural 
beauty; try it and see the difference! ■ 
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Jacquerie sanglante en Egypte contre la nouvelle loi agraire 

WTrois paysans ont ete lues et deux autres grievement blesses mardi daps la province igyptienne e 
Miniya lors de manifestations armies contre la nouvelle loi agraire qui risque en octobn procttam 
de privcr un grand nombre d’agriculteurs (noire photo) de leur maigre gagne-pain. 

Un agriculteur de 60 ans, une femme et un enfant de 14 arts ont trouvi la mart lors d echanges ^ 
tirs entre les paysans et les forces de 1‘ordre intcrvcnues pour mettre un terme 0 des imputes qui 
duraient depuis plus d'une heure dans les villages de Tawfikya et Miniya, a 250 kilometres au siut 
du Caire. Plusieurs centaines de paysans ont inis lefeu a au moins cinq maisons et une dtzatneOe 
vehieules de proprietaircs tcrrieits avant de couper le Irafic sur la route Le Cairc-Assouan (sun ae 
1’Egypte) et d'incendtor un autobus apris evacue /curs occupants. Its ont egalement bioque le 
Lrafic ferroviaire entre les deux villes en dressant dcs barrages de pierres sur les rails. 

Hs’agit de la plus importantc action de protestation contre cctte loi agraire adoptie en 1992 qui 
prevail unc liberalisation totale du layer des terres agricoles au terme d'un delai de grdee de cuiq 
ans s'achevant debut octobrc. Atom que la revolution nasserienne de 1952 aval impose aux 
proprietaircs de louer tours terres a has prix, sans pan voir augmenter les layers ni changer de 




locataires. apartir de cet automne. Us pourront recuperer tours terres s’Us to souUtntenL 

Supplement en fran^ais du Star la mise en application de cette loi. 
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Education 


Tawjihi nouvelle formule: le cauchemard des lyceens 

J » t _ / Tv/inf'/llS. DU COU 


Cepasseportpour la vie professionnelle s’est concentre cette annee sur une settle session, comma le baccalaureatfr Q j e ' sanc tionp30%$ ff" 
vent de terreur a souffle parmi les eleves et certains etaient prets a tout pour obtenir leur dipldme. Maigre les menac 1-'^' 

fraude ne recule pas les salles d’examen et le fosse se creuse entre les lyceens et un systeme educatif pousse-a - • 3 , ' 


h <"C'~ 

t.s& 

a--; . 



Reportages de 

Naked Al-Khlouf et Bayan Salman 


Pendant un quart 
d'heurc. ellc est rcstce immo¬ 
bile. le visage cache dans les 
mains : • Quelqtt'un veut bton 
me dire pour qui sont fails ces 
examens ? Pour nous on />our 
nos enseignants '.'*. Reaction 
presque banaie d'une eleve ef- 
fondrEc en train de passer le 
tawjihi. comtnc 92 000 autres 
de ses camarades. 

Dans I'ensembic. ia premiere 
Epreuve. I'arabe. a EtE bien ac- 
cucillic par les Eleves. Mais 
cenc impression positive s'est 
rupidement evanouie les jours 
suivams : -A la sortie dc noire 
Jcu.xieme examen. nous avons 
compris que le precedent 
n'eiaii qit’tm appal cl que dc 
plus grands pieges nous alien- 
daieni*. insistent plusieurs 
eleves. Depuis cet examen. ef- 
tectivcmenL les memes plaintes 
revienneni : les lyceens trou- 
veni que les sujels proposes 
sont inadapiEs. «Nous etions 
face a des questions sans rap¬ 
port avee ft ’ qtt'on nous a en- 
scigne, nolainmenl pour les 
maths*, s’indigncnt-ils. •et 
pourtant on nous avail promts 
que les questions ne sentient 
jamais hors programme•. 

Une contestation partagee 
par un professeur de mathEma- 
liques. qui prEfere gander 
I’anonymai: ton pourrait crecr 
un examen difficile mais inspire 
dc ce que les eleves apprennent 
pendant iannee. Jc ne sais pas 
pour quelle raison to comile 
des examens continue de poser 
dcs sujets hors programme ». 
Pour ce professeur en ccole pri- 
vEe. •Jiltrcr ainsi les eleves* 
les conduit lout droit dans une 
impasse. D'autres enseignants 
sc momrent deja inquiets pour 
I'annee prochaine. •J'ai 
/'impression qu'entre les eleves 
el moi il n'y aura plus la mime 
confiance qu'avant •. regrette 


un autre professeur de malhE- 
matiques dans une ecolc pub- 
(ique. La longueur excessive 
des Epreuves sst I'autic re- 
proche formulE par les jeunes : 
<* En gcologie, il v a avail beau- 
coup de questions mais nous 
avions pen de temps pour y re- 
pondre: j'ai Ju ecrire sans rej- 
lechir*. raconie Rasha. Sur les 
dur^es imp courtes des 
dpreuves. Munthcr Al-Masri, le 
ministre de I'educau'on et de 
I'enseignement. promet de re- 
voir sa copie pour I’annee pro¬ 
chaine. En revanche, il reste in¬ 
imitable sur la difficulty dcs 
questions*." les eludianis se 
pUugnent. alors qu'ils se con- 
tentent souvenl d'apprendre 
tours cours par cccur sans se 
dormer la peine de reflecfur 
par eux-mcmes. Les questions 
difficiles sont inevitables tout 
simple mem parve qu'eltos mes- 
urent les aptitudes de cfutcun*. 



v/GUtf L'e'sfo'iR / 

- /eoy se i/QMotig If 
\/eux Rg\/g ;// 


L’antiseche, seule reponse a I’cche^sooimr^g^ 

A Ut suite d'une tricherie generalisee, l'examen d anglais a et Lefau&lZfi 

publiques de Salt. Quatre lyceens sontprives de tawjihipourau moms u 

tres repassent Tepreuve dans deux jours. . , r 




pAsse ^<55? 

Ton fi»AC ' 


Qwtte ou double 

Au-dclk des plaintes et dcs 
rumeurs habituelles. de graves 
incidents ont tout dc meme eu 
lieu dans certaines dcoles du 
gouvemorat de Balqa (voir ci- 
contre;. La nouvelle organisa¬ 
tion du tawjihi serait a I'origine 
de ces ddbordements. II y a eu 
en effet beaucoup de change- 
ments. dans I'ddilion 97. Les 
dl&vcs doivent desormais pas¬ 
ser leur bac en une seule fois a 
la fin de I'annde scolaire, alors 
qu'avanL il se partageait en 
deux sessions. D'autres 
matieres font par ailleurs leur 
apparition : gdologie, culture 
scientifique ou Education phi- 
losophique. Enfin dc nouveaux 
livres deludes ont ele intro- 
duits dans les classes, avec une 
nouvelle p&iagogie. pour la- 
quelle. selon certains directeurs 
d'ftablissements, les ensei¬ 
gnants n’ont pas die suffisam- 
ment formds. Apparemment, 


ccs Evolutions n’ont pas Ete 
bien pergues par les ElEves qui 
y voient une certaine injustice : 
•over une seule cession pour 
ei'aluer toutc une annee sco- 
laire. le tawjihi mainienant, 
e'est quitte ou double et cela a 
de quoi nous effraycr». 
s'inquictenl beaucoup d’entre 
cux. Une angoisse observEe par 
les enseignants : *je devais a la 
fois enscigner et soutenir mo- 
ralement les ileves #, explique 
Hani Al-Salaq, professeur de 
chimie, •certains ont i 'ecu 
toute I'annee scolaire avec la 
pettr d'ichouer ». Et il y a de 
quoi. L’an passE. 47% seule- 
ment des ElEves ont rEussi leur 
tawjihi. 


Papa choisit pow moa 

Le responsable des examens 
gEnEraux de Salt va plus loin : 
•cette nouvelle formule terror¬ 
ise encore plus les eludianis 
qui sont alors prSts a tout, a 
n'importe quel prix Le 
systeme trouve aussi ses dEfen- 
seurs, au premier rang desqueis 
bien sur, le ministre de 
1'Education et de 


I'enseignement: •ce systeme a 
cte adopte />ar la plnpurl des 
pays du monde. C’cst le fruit dc 
plus de dix ans dc travail et 
nous avons manes pris I’avis 
de parents en tour faisant 
parvenir tut questionnaire. La 
moi tic d'entre eux etait favora¬ 
ble au nouveau tawjihi *. 

Finalcmeni e'est loujours 
1'hisioire du verre a moitie vide 
ou i moitie plein. (1 reste qu'un 
fosse sc creuse entre les eleves 
et le syst&me educatif. Sur qui 
rejeter la faute 7 Les responsa- 
bilitEs sont partagees. Parfois. 
certains adolescents se relrou- 
vent dans une filiere que (eurs 
parents ont choisie pour eux. 
C'est le cas d'Amani : •mon 
pere ne se soucto /ws de mon 
avenir•. regretle-i-il. uu mo¬ 
ment de passer le tawjihi pour 
la deuxieme fois. -il ma obli¬ 
ge it clioisir la filiere scienti- 
fique car e'est plus prestigieux 
el les gens autour Jc moi me 
respecteront duvantage. J'ai du 
acceple pour qu'il ne soil pas 
fache • M 


Renforcement des forces de 
police, transport de tous les Eleves avant el 
apres I'examcn. Cette fois. tout est prEvu 
pour cviler I'operalion-commando d'il y a 
(mis semaines. Les lyceens qui planchcnt h 
nouveau samedi sur Icpreuve d'anglais ont 
imeret a se tenir ii carreaux. meme si Mah¬ 
moud Kdah. responsable des examens gE- 
ncraux. assure que les rentorts de sEcurite 
seront surtout la pour Eviter des perturba¬ 
tions exterieures. 

Operation-commando : le mot n‘est-il 
pas imp fort 7 Lisez plutdt. Le 12 juin 
dernier dans le lycee public Adib WahbeL 
un jcunc homme prend la place d'un autre 
pour passer 1‘anglais. Une fois intnxiuit 
dans la sallc d'examen . t'inlrus dErobe le 
questionnaire puis s'eehappc sans que les 
gandiens puissent I'arreter. Le chef 
d'examen tente alors de prevenir 
I'AcaJEmie de SalL sans succcs. Le lElE- 
phone a etE eoupE. 

Dehors, des complices attendent le vo- 
leur dans une voiturc. Un professeur 
d'anglais aurait alors donne loutes les re- 
ponscs. La feuille ainsi complElEe puis pho¬ 
tocopies en plusieurs exemplaires. un indi- 
vidu s'est charge d'en fairs la distribution 
sur les lieux de I'cxamen. en les jetoni a la 
voice. Une manne inespErEe pour les ly¬ 
ceens d’Adib Wahbet qui se sont servis 
allcgrement. Mais ils n'ont pas etE les seuls 
a en profiler. Cette fraude organisEe s'est 
produite egalement dans deux autres Ecoles 
puhliques de Salt, celle des Gargons, la plus 
uncienne de Jordanie et celle de Yarga. Au 
total, quatre Eleves seulement ont 6t6 sanc- 



tionnEs. Ceux qui, selon le ministere de 
I’Educauon. ont participe directement aux 
operations. Deux seront interdits de tawjihi 
pendant un an. Le double pour les deux au- 
tres. 

Pendant deux ans. Samcr ol-Halou ne 
pourra done pas passer son baccalaureat. 
•Pourquoi moi ?», se rEpete-t-il dans une 
grande douleur sans comprendre ce qui lui 
arrive. *J'ai pris la feuille de reponses 
comme tout to monde et j'ai commence a 
ecrire ». se rappelle-t-il. •I'appariteur a es- 
save de m'en empecher en tirant out feuille 
avant de me laisser tranquille comme tous 
les autres. car il etait depasse par la situa¬ 
tion•. Quelques instants plus tard. les for¬ 
ces de I'ordre sont intervenues. matraques 
au poing pour annuler I'epreuve. 



Des photocopies miniatures 

Le tendemain. Samer est convoquE au 
poste de police : *ils m'onl accuse d'avoir 
menace Vappariteur avec un couteau. Mais 
ce n'esi pas vrai. ce couteau ne 
m’appartcnait pas et je ne I'ai pas uliiisi ». 
Selon certains lycEens. il n’aurait fait que 
se mettre en colEre contre le surveillanL 
Toujours est-il que le jcune gargon s'est 
retrouve en prison pendant 15 jours plutdt 
insoiites ( •j’y at rencontre un vieillard 
qtt’on soupponne d'avoir participe «i cette 
operation alors qu'il ne sail mime pas 
ecrire son nom '.*, raconte-t-il dEsabusE) et 
sans eviter la terrible sanction. 

Chaque annEc. ce type d'infractions se 
rEpetenL Le ministere de {'education en est 
conscient mais ne propose que la rEpres- 
sion pour combattre la tricherie. Or ce 


phEnomene est surtout ^ 7, 

systEmc Educatif pousse-iiu-cnmeiyoir.Ei- 

contre). . , 

Le directcur gEneral dc 1 Educabon du s : ; 
gouvemorat (TAI-Balqa. Zid Al-Dab^Jjfe., ig*. . . 
condamne bien entendu les tnch enes ma ts . 

il constate aussi I'Etendue dc la gs^igtEnc-; ,s 
•Les meltleurs professeurs font un restanf ??"f_ . 

dcs cours de I'annee pour aider itfripto *- ; . 
to tawjihi. Pour tos dtudiatus. cela devipif_ ; • 

la bibto et ils concent dans tos li&rtutus 7 .T _ 

[tour en faire dcs pluuocopies miniatures Uff" 
et s'en sen-ir centime anti-seche. friJdufff - 

faudrait assurer la sur\vUlance~yJes rlt-: _ i 
brairies au moins pendant la pe ripdf itos ■ ' 
examens. Chaque jour *.'' precise-fril; Ed?; r v A 

cpre, •une libmirie petit gagner an nunru 
itJO dinars de ccttc fa^on-la*. La direc- 
trice de I’Ecole gEneroliste dc Giles de .Sab, ; hi y r 
Nahmad Abou Taleb accuse carrEm^aot tttj J 

professeurs, surtout masculins. ■. ifc. , 

"CoUaborer avec tos lihrairies pour ser ~ nf til* 
faire de Vargent*. La fraude s’orgijmse - Ul 
aussi le jour meme de I’examcn. Uh appar-_- . 
iteur affirm? par exemple que certafns' de 
ses collEgues choisissent lews, salfis..." wre 
d’examen et sc rctrouvem aihst. a: ]' r: 
Hsurvctllen- leurs cnlants. cousins. cu yb^ 4 ",. 
sins! 

Ce n’est pas tout. Pour Zid Al-Dabas. I.". 
parents sont sou vent coupablcs car. ils aft-. . 
couragent leurs en tarns it iricher.Un ptifept. ~... 

a Salt se dEfend en dEnongani •hspfflitique j f. 
de l'education en Jordanie qui contrib~ue_b ' _. . 

aggntver la situation puisque. jusqu^fla _•.. , 

Heme (classe de premiere en France)^ :■ ^* ; 
n'y a jamais de redoubtemciil mime.'Jt 
I'iludiant est foible ».■ ■.<£■■■■ • 


Experie 
mysteries i 

it the Arahi 



Logement 


Vallee du Jourdain: les destructions inutiles 


Aventure 

Le tour du monde d’un homme tout terrain 



Le calme est revenu d Deir Alla.' Les habitants ont obtenu un delai supplementaire pour 
se mettre en regie et continuer a vivre sur les terres de VEtat. Au bout du compte , 
des blesses , des maisons abattues et beaucoup d'amertume. 


La Jordanie est le 32eme pays que Christian Meynier traverse dans son periple. 

Le temps d'une courte escale, ce professeur de mathematiques nous a parle de-son- . 



Le dossier des ai- 

ieintes aux terres de I'Elat est 
voluminous et la faute n'est pas 
toujours du coiE des citoyens. 
Pirc. 1c gouvemcment pratique 
deux poids. deux mesures dans 


1’appiication de la loi. souvent 
au dEtriment des plus pauvres. 
Selon cette dEcision judiciaire 
de 1993, routes les maisons 
construites, en violation de la 
loi. sur des terres de CEtOL doi¬ 
vent etre dEtruites. Or, I'annee 



Les habitants de Deir AUa dont les maisons ont ite rasies 
exigent du gouvemement un dedonunagement 


demiere, un cas semblable h ce- 
lur de DeirAlb. s'est produit h 
Jebel Hussein, dans le camp 
des rffiigiEs palestiniens h Am¬ 
man. Le gouvemement a prEfE- 
rE fermer les yeux, sans doute 
pour des raisons politiques. A 
Zatku. et 5 Aqaba egalement. de 
telles infractions ont Ete corn- 
mis es mais le contendeux avec 
les tribus concernEes et in- 
fluentes a EtE traitE par le dia¬ 
logue. Ces exempies montrent 
que dans la VallEe du Jourdain. 
I'Epreuve de force aurait pu etre 
EvitEe, car elle n'a fait que 
rouvrir les plaies, sans rien re- 
gler. 

Line visile du Premier mini- 
stre est tout de mime aitendue 
la semaine prochaine pour ef- 
facer les sEquelles des affronte- 
ments violents qui ont lieu k 
Darar. un village de la rEgion 
de Deir Alb dans b nuit du 22 
au 23 juin demier. 

Cette nuit-15 . des forces de 
sEcuritE, accompagnEes de bull¬ 
dozers, sont venus faire appli- 
quer la loi. Les citoyens fap- 


partenam en majoritE h la tribu 
Chatti) ont entravc les travaux 
des policiers et des heurts out 
ecbtE entre les deux parties. 
Bilan: 16 policiers et unc ving- 
taine d'habitants blesses, des 
maisons deiruites et des arbres 
arraches. Des femmes et des 
enfants se sont refugiEs dans la 
maison du dEputE Ali Chatti. 
Cela n'a pas empEchc les poli¬ 
ciers de les poursuivre et de les 
humilier. selon la fa mi lie du 
deputE. La mere de celui-ci a 
ElE hospitalisee et son pere. 
maltruilE. Trcnie personnes. en¬ 
viron. ont Etc arretees apres ces 
Emeutes avant d'etre liberties 
quatre jours plus uird. 

N semble que Jawad Anani. 
le premier ministre par interim 
(Majali Etait a i’etranger) avail 
donnE des ordres au ministre 
de UntErieur pour difierer le 
raid a Darar. Celui-ci aurait re- 
fusE et a ordonne d'assaut par 
I’intermEdioire du gouvemeur 
dc Balqa, responsable de la rE¬ 
gion de Deir Alla. On connall 
la suite.! 

-Suleiman Sweiss 


aventure commencee il y a plus de trois ans et qu ’il esp&re achever en 1998. A 45 arts, 
Christian a decide de plonger dans l * inconnu .... a «bicyclette». - - : 


Cousteau rejoint le Monde du Silence 


Des son enfance. 

Christian Meynier caresse le 
reve de parrourir le monde avec 
la seule energic dc ses jambes. h 
pied, a velo. ou meme a ski. Un 
jour d'ociobre 1993, il se sent 
prEt pour la grande Aventure. 
Aprfes quatre ans d economies, 
ce celibataire sans enfants quitte 
le decor bucolique de Thonon. 
sur les rives du lac LEman. Son 
VTT sous le bras, il part en 
Terre dc feu. a 1'extreme sud de 
I'Amerique Latine. oil il Etablit 
son depan. 

Apres les Ameriques. Chris¬ 
tian Meynier rejoint t'OcEanie 
puis I'Asie ct le Moyen-OrienL 
Avant d'amver a Amman, les 
Saoudiens ont refuse de lui oc¬ 
troy cr un visa de transit. Le vEt- 
Eliste a alors EtE contraini de 
prendre 1'avion pour atteindre ia 
Jordanie. AprEs la Syrie et la 
Turquie. il rejoindra I'Europe de 
I'Est pour terminer son odyssEe 
en France en mai-juin 1998. 

Sans aucun esprit de compEii- 
lion et sans 1'ambition d'Etablir 
un record. Christian veut dormer 
un autre sens a son experience 
en solitaire. A chaque fois. il se 
documents sur la gEographie 
dcs pays qui I'intEressem et 


choisit 1'itinEraire en fonction de 
deux prioritEs : la montagne et 
le dEserL *Je suis capable de 
parcourir des centaines de ki¬ 
lometres pour un pay-sage*. 
avoue-t-il d’une voix Egale. les 
mains dans les poches de son 
pantalon ^ car- _ 


reaux. Cet 
omoureux de la 
nature aime ob¬ 
server les ani- 
maux. (1 a ain¬ 
si vEcu des 
moments forts 
comme des 
rencontres avec 
des ours et des 
loups. En Alas¬ 
ka. Christian se 
rappefle un 
face-k-faoe ex¬ 
traordinaire 
avec un loup : 

•Q me scrutait 
de ses yeux 
jaunes, e'etait 
une emotion in¬ 
tense : j'etais heureux el je 
n‘avals pas peur. Cette image 
restera fixee dans ma m&moire 
a jamais*. 

L'accudI que les populations 
des petits villages montagnards 
lui rEservent est souvent beau¬ 



coup plus chaleureux que celui 
des grandes villes de plaine. Les 
reactions des gens k Tapparition 
de cet etranger k velo -mi- 
touriste, mi-exuraterrestre- fati- 
guE et assoiffe, vorient cepen- 
dant d'un pays k I'autre. Rnale- 
ment. la 
durEe de son 
sejour se me- 
sure 3 la pE- 
riode de va- 
liditE de son 
•visa mais 
aussi & son 
iniErgt de 
voyageur. Au 
Japan par ex¬ 
emple, 
I'accueil fa- 
buleux des 
paysans. 
montagnards 
et moines 
bouddhistes, 
l'a encouragE 
k passer les 
trois mois 
dliiver rigmireux avec eux. 

L'obstacle de la bngue (bien 
qu'il parle couramment fraogais, 
anglais et espagnoI) n'en est sou¬ 
vent pas un. cSi I'envie de com- 
muniquer est rSciproque, on 
peui toujours dialoguer. meme 


sans parler la meme longue *,-. 
soutient-il. ; V'’-v 

Christian se piEpare 
retour difficile k unevieisodfijo; ? 
normale. AppuyE sur la sdfc & - 
son vElo aux roues pleiDe$ .<fe 
poussiEre. il ne sail pifrCTOOip - 
ce qu'il va faire une fws reiuri 
chez lui: rien n'est encore-dfcf; 
dE a une exception pres Ha pot- •- 
Jication du Jivre qu'il Gcrii sxi 
son voyage. •Ce n‘estjfcis~dn ^ 
journal de bord, mats uii^re^ual - 
des hisioires qui evoquent lex 
moments les plus forts de cede 
aventure egalement uUdrieure, 
et qui s'intitulera Le collier de 
r£ves», souligne-t-il en'Instant - 
sur le pluriel du deuxiEme nora. - 
A b fagon des perles d’un coF 
lier, les chapitres s'enfileront 
comme les routes .qui ont biL 
naitre routes ces histoires. 

Avec une moyenne de I® 
km par jour et 35 kilos de^a 
gages (vElo compris), Onirti 311 - 
aura traversE plus de cincpjante 
pays a la fin de son pfiripIftrDai- 

merait avoir un enfant k qui b- 

conter routes ces avratureS; 
mais n'exclut pas. la possibility ^ 
dc s'engager un jour dans ; 
autre boucle autour du raoncM* 




AncadeMab 


Bonnet rouge et tunique bleu 
dc mer. Deux marques de fabrique incon- 
toumables du personnage du Comman¬ 
dant Cousteau. Et quel personnage ! Sa 
vie res semble k celle d'un hEros de Jules 
Vernes. Cet explorateur infaugable a par- 
couni routes les mere du globe k bord son 
navire la Calypso, dcs icebergs de 
I'Antarctiquc aux atolls coralliens du Pac- 
ifique. Mondiale mem connu, Jacques- 
Yves Cousteau s’est toillE b rEputotion 
d'un champion de I’environnemenL 
* L'enchanteur», ainsi qualifiE par le pre¬ 
sident Chirac, esl moil la semaine der- 
niEre k I'age de 87 ans. aprEs avoir rEvElE 
au monde certains mysteres marins. n esl 
l'auteur en effet de nombreux documen- 
taires sur la faune et la fiore des ocEans. 
Cousteau, qui regut sa premiEre camEra k 


l‘2ge de neuf ans. rempona ainsi plusieurs 
recompenses cinEmatographiques pour 
ses films. Le Monde du Silence est notam- 
ment devenu l'une de ses realisations les 
plus cEIEbres en obtenant la palnte d'or au 
festival de Cannes en 1956. Caricature 
dans les Guignols de I'lnfo (Emission sati- 
rique frangaise), Cousteau, qui parfait 
l'anglais avec un accent frangais k couper 
k ia machette. Etait rEguiiErement Ehi par 
les Frangais comme la pereonnalitE b plus 
popubire du pays. NE dans le sud-ouest 
de la ’ France ptEs de Bordeaux, 
I'ocEanographe a passE son enfance k Par¬ 
is ct New York avant de faire ses Etudes k 
1'Ecole navalc de Brest (sur la pointe ouesi 
de la France). C'est dans sa ville natole de 
Saint-AndiE-de-Cubzac qu'il doiL Stre 
inhume aujounf hui Ji 
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>ttest place in town 
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^S^eCM^foThejStar 

recently 

;^opCT&d^on the first Circle, is 
hangouts in 
'•V^6&BaA&jhir-4tyfc and atmos- 
^Hfftereisone of a kind. 

'■ oth- 

:^tejHU^pet: - 

Sj.’cafes;. -.. ?re 

yery ; k6Chni-. jjnr-i 


frUksnest .says ^ ^ Jf 
LuMad|an^ _ AI ■- . 

SriSdiug 

many: , peo- . /$g 

" pie- from ail ® 

walks .= of 

- lifcV'v^--- 

.•;• fWe’ye - 

: tried hard to 

.: makeit casual and comforta¬ 
ble, so anyone can walk in 

- alone or with a group and en- 
. jpy themselves.” adds Mr Al 
i ■J azerab.. 

The customer has complete 
freedom to do whatever he or 
‘ she desires. One can sit down 
in a number of comfortable 
settings and read a book, 
magazine, or newspaper. 
Businessmen hold their 
, meetings at the cafe and 


sometimes students meet for 
book readings and discus¬ 
sions. Artists occasionally 
come in and paint just as mu¬ 
sicians are free to play their 
instruments. Mr Al-Jazerah 
casually says, “here it is OK 
to be yourself and simply re¬ 
lax.” 

——-There is 

n M a library 

W equipped 

with an ex- 

. _ S*/ tensive se- 

jllfe' lection of 

SpSg V> -r books, used 

■jA 7\ books v 

*rsl 0 * magazines, 

* and news- 

Pape^- 

Books @Ca 
J _ fe is one of 

P O the few 

\ JL* places that 

sells used 
-mm « books at a 

W? *{ discount 

W: Price. 

_ * ~ Also on 

the ground 
floor is a 
gift center which is sponsored 
by local companies and artists 
from across Amman. It fea¬ 
tures technical items such as 
radios, videos, TV’s, comput¬ 
ers. and CD’s. Local artists 
and craftsmen have also con¬ 
tributed handbags, hats, paint¬ 
ings. statues, and even recy¬ 
cled soap and body washes. 

The walls are lined with 
paintings and decorations 
while the ground features 


Experience the 
mysteries of the past 
at the Arabesque Cafe 




hand-made statues and sculp¬ 
tures give the place a serene 
atmosphere. 

Upstairs one can sit to read 
a variety of magazines and 
newspapers, free of charge. 

While one is reading they 
can choose from the 82 fla¬ 
vors of coffee and tea. Also 
on the menu are soft drinks, 
pastries, candies, low calorie 
cakes, and delicious sand¬ 
wiches. 

There are five computers 
each equipped with internet 
facilities, email, and programs 


such as America Online, chat¬ 
lines, Yahoo, and Netscape 
Navigator. The rale is JD 5 
per hour which includes com¬ 
puter assistance when needed. 
Email accounts can also be set 
up upon request. 

Numerous silting rooms are 
available both inside and out¬ 
side. They are all very com¬ 
fortable, casual, and relaxing. 

A number of internet cafe's 
are popping up all over Am¬ 
man. but Books@Cafe is truly 
in a league of its own. If 
you’r looking for the hottest 


spot in town or just want to sit 
back and relax visit the 
Books@cafe. 

Come check out Amman's 
most intriguing coffee shop. 
Peek hours are usually in the 
evenings. Directions: go 
down Rainbow Street, past 
the First Circle and Lake a 
right pass Firas Printing 
Press. For more information 
contact them by email: con¬ 
tact @books-cafe.com. tele- 
phone:650457. fax: 650458, 
or visit their web site at http:// 
www.books-cafe.com. ■ 
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Villa Cafe in Um Otheina 

A place to enjoy 
the ambiance 


AMMAN BE- - 

COMES trendier /«rv~jA 

everyday. With its 

alleyways, little 

nooks and cranies 

and beautiful cafes. 

it now boosts as the 

most favorite capital 

.^The ^ambiance ^ JjFJ? 

the Arabesque Cafe f, sia L I a 1 |J| | 

conveys the rich at- ; ' 

mosphere of the __| 

past, in traditional 

surroundings, you experience the twists of history but relax 
in modem settings. - - •..- • 

Its General Manager Nasser Khanfer says that the Ara¬ 
besque Cafe seeks to take you away from the hurly-burly of 
every day life into something that is exotic and relaxing. 

In the summer season Arabesque presents the best pro¬ 
grams by most prominent Arab artists every day of the 
week except Sundays. Artists Haithara Ammer aod Najeeb 
Haddad perform the most beautiful songs. Organ performer, 
Foad Haddad also plays with the group. . 

1 ' The Arabesque Cafe caters to your every taste. There are 
: also special settings for the family so they can enjoy a very 
pleasant surroundings. ■ 
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BooKs@Cafe 


« Bookshop 

#?KTERiVET 
© CAFE 
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VILLA CATC in Um Otheina is just the latest to 
be established. Owned by the AI Mawasim 
Tourist Investment Co.. Villa Cafe gives a yery* 
distinctive service to the initiated, to people' who 
want to go out and enjoy themselves./jf“sfta 
member of the international World for 1 
zation. 

Set in beautiful terraced surroundings^^: 
seem of flowers and inviting trees, you-cia^^^^. 
a relaxed easy-paced atmosphere and enjdytfte 1 
very best of light catering As well mK.piwiding 
the traditional tea, coffee fnd,pastri^& f ifefks 100 
flavored cocktail fruit juidev-.'1.^ 

The ambiance of the place coupled with the 
carefully selected music, is designed to bring out 
vour most cheerful side. 


I lo Villa Cafe you also feel at home, feel at a 
■'place you want to stay and watch the world go 
by. |piis is only topped up by the efficient ser- 
f. viceahat is matched by the smiling faces of the 
| hosp^The coffee house is set in a beautiful vil- 
f la* *Hence Villa Cafe. Situated in a well-to-do 
.district. it is surrounded 

by modem villas. 

Cafe can cater 

tor up to 250 people and 

cjyi^old parties and re 


groups of l$/and above 
and 10 percent under 

thaL ■ 
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Soft : E>r i ^^Sw^ts-: TjH ic^o kah 

Um Othina - Near Arab Bank 5th Circle Tel 079 &404 


NATIONAL EXPRESS 


[Mas/e/carcri 


VISA 
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Patisserie & Coffee Shop 

home-made cakes 4 pastries s pies ^ cookies * muffins £ sandwiches 

Abdpish Circle - Ra’fat Center - Tl. 856285 
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- rt--»nhic and Dcsiens on t-ie Ctectromc Sign Boards on the 
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RENDEZ-VOUS 

Live Guitar Music 
From 7 To 11 P.M 

Hubbly Bubbly 
in 15 Flavors 

soft Drtafcs, Hard DrlnksUgM 
H e — , Sweets ft Ice Crea— 
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THE BEST MUSIC STORE 
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delivery 
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Ask for a subscription form 

Tel. 652380 - 645380 
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FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST , 

TEL. 692696 

CARDENS ST 


Conifort 
Hotel Suites 

—-V _ _ 

A LuxuryfTel 

Jt Comfort j 1 

® Service! • 
,® Location j ; 

In the — of 
Sweifvieh i' 




■nut 

World’s No. 1 Pizza Chain 

” Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid’s meal" 

“ Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 
now at Pizza Hut " 



ALCAZAR 

. f^OT^L 


True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 
Tel:314131/2. 


The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


Beauty Institute 

O Fdcials 

O Body skin irerumcnt 
O 'fake-up 

O European manicures <i 
padic art's 



The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 



Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Idea] Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 
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Some ideas for Internet Service Providers in Jordan: 

E-Thoughts from a user 


By Jabra Ghneim 

Special lu The Siar 
SO EVERYBODY is into 
doing Internet homepages 
these days. Unfortunately, few 
people I talked lo in 
Amman realize the real 
vision behind web pages or 
what Lhc internet can really 
do. 

In my humble opinion 
the Internet is a synonym to 
commerce. Many of our 
local companies are on-line. 
Still, our local service pro¬ 
viders don't have the 
resources tor the necessary 
skills) to handle Web com¬ 
merce or provide secure 
transactions over the local, 
or the international 
network. 

Wouldn't it be fun to log 


slructing the service. So the 
economic prospect is good. 

The Internet isn’t about web 
pages— any one with Office 
97 can make one now— it’s 


Final Thoughts 



onto NETS or Primus and be 
able to order a Pizza or down¬ 
load the forms needed to insure 
your car. send it back with 
your credit card number and 
voila! You're insured. 

Even better, why don’t mega 
stores like Safeway. Abella. or 
C-Town replace (or add to) 
their c-cafes some network¬ 
centric shopping departments. 

Shoppers who have access to 
a computer can do their shop¬ 
ping electronically. Some time 
later the order would be deliv¬ 
ered to your door with payment 
already made by a credit cord 
or even a department store- 
credit card. Why not apply the 
same ideas to car shopping, 
computer and electronics shop¬ 
ping. plane and hotel reserva¬ 
tions. etc. 

Local on-line services can 
make a bundle when offering 
such services—commissions 
per sale plus the fees for con- 


about commerce and business. 


When our national telephone 
company ammended their bill¬ 
ing terms recently, and started 
to charge more for local 
phone culls they didn't 
know they were issuing an 
extermination order 

against local Internet ser¬ 
vice providers. Users now 
have to pay for local phone 
lines use in addition to 
what they pay to browse 
the Internet. 

That was a heck of a 
way to discourage many 
from adopting and exten¬ 
sively using the Internet. 
As a result I. for example 
pay about JD 50 for local 
phone calls in addition to 
approximately JD 100 for 
Internet use. Of course l 


Local Services Id Arabic 


Earlier this year Microsoft 
introduced Word Assistant and 
a version of IE 3.0 which can 
handle web pages in Arabic. A 
few weeks ago Microsoft 
released Office 97 in Arabic. 
This new suit of MS applica¬ 
tions allows users to instantly 
publish web documents in 
Arabic. 

Why don't local providers 
offer their Arab users a copy of 
IE 3.0 (Arabic enabled) and 
Arabize their web pages and 
information. 

This move will certainly add 
a significant amount of users to 
any service. Emerging compa¬ 
nies in the country will work 
with any local company to 
Arabize and localize their 
information and already exist¬ 
ing HTML pages. 


harshly limited my addiction to 
the Internet and 1 satisfy 
myself, somehow, with just the 
four hours Global One gives 
me each month. What a life! ■ 


Jahra Farid Ghneim 
Economist, IS Consultant 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Special /■ > The Star 
"Ask two economists one ques¬ 
tion and you will get three 
answers.” suited a joke on 
economists. 

Increasingly, the joke can be 
applied to telecommunications 
and dutacommunicalions ana¬ 
lysis and experts. The sector's 
worldwide growth is more 
than double the world's global 
economy's growth, yet diller- 
ent countries are taking differ¬ 
ent approaches to promote the 
telecom sector’s growth. 

A recent ITU report on Tel¬ 
ecom operators in the Asia- 
pacific area concludes' that 
There is no single recipe for 
achieving significant improve¬ 
ment. in telecommunications 
development" and that differ¬ 
ent countries will need to look 
lor the ways most suited to 
their situation. 

The "classical” traditional 
model lor promoting universal 
telecommunications services 
revolved around having a mon¬ 
opoly operator of all telecom 
services— almost always pub¬ 
licly owned—which made 
profits on lucrative service seg¬ 
ments— such as long distance 
calls, and used the revenues lo 
subsidize other services, such 
as local telephone network. 
Newer models of telecommuni¬ 
cations development empha¬ 
sizes the need for introducing 
competition between different 
operators in all telecommunica¬ 
tions sectors of long distance 
traffic, mobile cellular and 
even building local telephone 
networks and exchanges. 

This also emails allowing 
private capital to enter (his 
market and establishing inde¬ 
pendent regulatory bodies that 
would “set the rules” of compe¬ 
tition and solve complex issues 
such as licensing, interconnec¬ 
tion and frequency allocation. 



The measures to improve telecom services: 

Varied means towards a single end! 


Private capital participation in 
the iclceom sector can be 
through revenue sharing 

schemes such as Lhc "build- 
lransfcr-operate” model as well 
as through acquiring licenses to 
"build-own-operate” telecom 
ventures. 

High growth rales in the tele¬ 



com sector were witnessed in 
many countries adopting ihe 
second newer model. However, 
the statistical rule that “correla¬ 
tion doesn't moon causation" 
stops anyone short of presum¬ 
ing that ihe growth rates can be 
wholly attributed to the newer 
telecom development model. 
For much of this growth can be 
attributed to increased demand 
for the services and rising 
income levels of users. 

On our local Jordanian 
scene. Jordan is an ardent 
believer in the new approach 
lur developing the telecom sec¬ 
tor )n 1995. a law was passed 
whereby the telecommunica¬ 
tions Regulatory Commission 
(TRC) was established which 
regulates the market and issues 
licenses for private operators. 
The TCC—hitherto Jordan's 
monopoly and state owned 
operutor-^-has been restruc¬ 
tured to work on a commercial 
basis as the Jordan Telecom 


Company and the government 
plans to offer 26 percent of its 
shares to a “strategic partner^C 
an international telecommuni¬ 
cations company that will trans¬ 
fer technology to JTC). While 
the provision of basic telephone 
lines, leased lines and rhe inter¬ 
national traffic market remains 
monopolized by the JTC, the 
TRC plans to introduce compe¬ 
tition to JTC's core business by 
1999. 

Meanwhile. 14 licenses to 
operate datacomm services, cel¬ 
lular, paging or pay phone ser¬ 
vices have been awarded by the 
TRC to private Jordanian com¬ 
panies ('some with Foreign part¬ 
nerships). Of these 14 compa¬ 
nies nine were licensed in the 
datacomm market which offer, 
or will offer. Internet connec¬ 
tions and—for some like MEC 
and GO—X.25 datacomm ser¬ 
vices. Only two dataco mm 
companies. GO and NETS, are 
already operational while the 
others are expected to be ready 
for business before the year's 
end. The remaining licenses 
issued by the TRC are two for 
paging, two for pay phones (not 
operational yet) and one for 
GSM cellular services (Fast- 
link’s exclusivity agreement 
will end by late 1998). 

Just as views differ on which 
telecom development approach 
to take, within the new 
approach the views differ on 
what the effects of competition 
will be. One side argues, based 
on data from Asia-pacific, that 
the introduction of competition 
will result in better services but 
not much lower prices. While 
the other side maintains that 
competition will always pres¬ 
sure competitors to lower their 
rates. Given the high charges 
they incur, the Jordanian Inter¬ 
net and cellular users hope that 
the last view prevails. ■ 


Compaq introduces Flat-Panel LCD monitor in Middle East 


COMPAQ. THIS month 
announced the world wide 
launch of its fi rst f lat-panel 
LCD monitor, the TFT 5tX). 

It's features includes a 15.1 
inch viewable active matrix 
fiat-panel screen, a wide-single 
viewing capability for 
increased customer flexibility 
and productivity. Universal 
Serial Bus (USB) capabilities 
and direct VGA port delivering 
investment protection, setting 
new standards in connectivity 


and easc-of-use. The Compaq 
TFT delivers an unmatched 
combination of size and perfor¬ 
mance at one of the industry's 
lowest prices. Designed for 
users who place a premium on 
saving valuable desktop space 
without sacrifi cing screen per¬ 
formance. the TFT 500 offers 
customers an innovative design 
and flexibility that helps 
improve business productivity. 

With the industry's widest 
side-to-siile viewing angle of 


120 degrees, the 
TFT 500 deliv¬ 
ers crisp llicker- 
free images and 
is delivered to 
customers in 
one of three 
specific mount¬ 
ing formats. 
The TFT 500's 



cent less space. 
The health-care 
industry has 
also a dopted 
the TFT 500’s 
new technol¬ 
ogy. The 

large. high 

quality screen 
is instrumental 




15.1 -inch viewable image size 
allows virtually the same view¬ 
ing areas os u traditional 17- 
inch CRT. but occupies 60 per- 


in supporting patent interaction 
and assisting in patient educa¬ 
tion opportunities such as full- 
motion video. ■ 
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‘Hands-on’ experience needed for; 
computer science graduates 


UPON TALKING to several software development co mpany 
nies in the country. 1 was left with an impression dipt thenr-; 
was somewhat ofa dissatisfaction with the skills and . 

edge of computer science graduates from Jorriaas 

Un ’The main problem lies in the lack of specialization", gold.', 
the manager of a software firm. “The minute we: fore a prp-_ •. 
crammer, we ask him or her to forget most of what they 
learnt, and go hard to work on grasping a programming lan-- 
cuage or technique we use as pari of our business. - .. 

Mainly, most Jordalilan programmers today utilize C lan— 
guage (in its many advanced and upgraded versions includ¬ 
ing C ++). Also, much of the programming work performed 
on already existing platforms or ‘engines like databases .and--, 
core-code. In addition, there is a lot of multi-level progtam- 
ming involved, especially when implementing client/server 
solutions. In any case, this is a complaint worth looking mio 
and other sides of the story should he heard, including.. 
responses from academics who teach computer sciences .and 
students. It is a well known fact world wide that computer . 
science should be taught through the case-method and 
through the student’s interaction with on-going programming 
projects. The companies are also to blame, for not imple¬ 
menting student training programs. It could be a very benefi¬ 
cial idea for both sides. The companies have trainees for a 
few months, paid minimal or no charges, but willing to learn. 
On the other hand, the quality of graduates will improvedra-. 
maticaJly. Maybe the Jordan Computer Society (JCS) caii / 
play a role in bringing the parties together. ■ 
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Tyson’s boxing future on 


hold after biting incident 



By William Giidea 

LAS VEGAS — Mike Tyson’s 
once-shining boxing career, 
which already had suffered 
several setbacks, took a huge 
downward spiral Saturday 
night when Tyson bit cham¬ 
pion Evander Holy field on both 
ears and was disqualified after 
the third round of a WBA 
heavyweight title fight. 

Tyson's career may not be 
over, but it certainly was left in 
tatters, and it is on hold, at least 
for now. His $30 million 
purse was withheld 
and he was sus- 
pen-ded 
pendin-g 
a hear¬ 
ing by 
the 

Nevada 
Athletic 
Commiss 
ion. The 

group meets Tuesday in Las 
Vegas to consider further sanc¬ 
tions. which could range from 
a lengthy suspension to a fine 
of up to $3 million, and its 
actions usually are followed by 
the commissions of the major 
boxing states, such as New 
York and New Jersey. 

"For ihe good of the sport 
there needs to be some conse¬ 
quence.” said Jim Thomas, 
Holyfield's lawyer. 

There have been few conse¬ 
quences in the ring for Tyson, 
who had amassed a 45-2 record 
before Saturday nighL, his only 
losses coming against James 
Buster Douglas in 1990 and 
Holyfield last November. 

Outside the ring, however. 
Tyson's troubles have been 
many. They began at age 12, 
when he was arrested in Brook¬ 
lyn, N.Y.. for purse snatching 
and sent to Tryon School for 
Boys. There, his skills caught 
the eye of a boxing instructor, 
who in turn told Cus D’Amato. 
The legendary trainer also 
became Tyson's legal guardian 
in 1984. but died a year later of 
pneumonia. 

After D’ Amato's death, 
Tyson's career was guided by 
co-manager Jimmy Jacobs, 
who guided Tyson to the world 
heavyweight title, unifying the 
WBA. WBC and IBP belts in 
August 1987. Tyson’s career 
peaked in June 1988 when, as 
the self-proclaimed “Baddest 
man on the planet,’’ he’ knocked 
out Michael Spinks in 91 
seconds. 


That was the last time Tyson 
worked with trainer Kevin Roo¬ 
ney. That same night. Tyson 
filed suit against Bill Cayton, 
who had co-managed Tyson 
with Jacobs, who had died in 
March of that year. That fall, 
Tyson became partners with 
fight promoter Don King. 

In February of 1988. Tyson 
had married actress Robin Giv¬ 
ens. Four months later. Givens 
and her mother, Ruth 
toper, publicly 

accused Tyson of 
having beaten 

Givens. 

In August of that 
year, Tyson broke 
his hand in an early- 
moming street fight 
..fitch Green in Harlem. 

oepteraber, Tyson drove his 
BMW into a tree. Less than 
three weeks later, Givens— 
with Tyson at her 
side —told a 
national televi¬ 
sion audience 
that he was a 
“manic depres¬ 
sive” and that she 
was afraid of him. 

Two days later, 

Tyson hurled fur¬ 
niture out of their 
New Jersey home, 
forcing Givens and 
Roper to flee. Giv¬ 
ens Hied for divorce 
five days later. 

Also during this 
period, Tyson suf¬ 
fered a sharp decline 
in the ring. While he 
retained his unified 
title in 1989 bouts 
against Frank Bruno 
and Cart Williams, 

Tyson showed less 
and less of the form 
taught him by 
D'Amato and Rooney 
On Feb. 11. 1990, 
Douglas, a 42-1 underdog, 
knocked out Tyson in the I Oth 
round in Tokyo, ending 
Tyson's winning streak at 37 
and stripping him of his aura of 
invincibility. 

The following summer. 
Tyson was accused of rape by 
Desiree Washington, an 18- 
year-old contestant in the Miss 
Black America pageant in Indi¬ 
anapolis. In September 1991. 
he was indicted by a grand jury 
and in February 1992, he was 
found guilty of one count of 
rape and- two counts of devial 
sexual conduct Tyson served 



hree years of a six-year 
sentence at the Indiana Youth 
Center, outside of Indianapolis. 

In June 1987 a parking lot 
attendant alleged that Tyson 
had tried to kiss a female 
employee and struck a male 
attendant. He settled the case 
out of court for $105,000. In 
December 1988 two women 
sued Tyson for grabbing them 
in separate incidents at a New 
York nightclub. He was found 
guilty of battery in one of the 
cases but was fined only $100 
because the jury found his 
behavior was “not outrageous.” 

Paroled in 1995 after serving 


time for the rape convic¬ 
tion. Tyson signed a Jong- 
term contract with the 
MGM Grand Hotel and 
returned to the ring that 
August- A sadly over¬ 
matched opponent. Peter 
McNeeley. was no match 
for Tyson, nor were his 
next three opponents 
through September 1996: 
Buster Mathis Jr.. Bruno 
and Bruce Seldon. 

' To that point, there 
was no way to measure 
the level of Tyson’s 
skills. But Holyfield 
provided a surprise 
yardstick last Novem¬ 
ber. Unlike other oppo¬ 
nents. the 34-year-old Holy- 
field. who opened as a 25-1 
underdog, showed no fear of 
Tyson and stopped him in the 
11 th round to take the World 
Boxing Association title. Holy- 
field showed even more confi¬ 
dence leading up to the 
rematch, while Tyson pro¬ 
fessed to be better prepared. 

Holyfield proved right on 
two counts: He could beat 
Tyson again, and Tyson, who 
will turn 31 Monday, would 
be unable to recapture any¬ 
thing close to his old skills 
even by switching from Jay 
Bright to Richie Giachetti as 
his trainer. 


‘The way you fight 
becomes a habit." Holyfield 
said. "An older guy can only 
change so much. You can 
have a new trainer every fight 
but that doesn’t mean you’re 
willing to change. Mike only 
knows how to fight one way. 
by coming forward.” ■ 


LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


i-wS 


Surprise upset marks 
women’s play 


Si *r.n ‘‘I. '•l.niv. -:..- 


By Jennifer Frey 
WIMBLEDON. England— 
Anna Koumikova was pre¬ 
pared for the catcalls and mar¬ 
riage proposals, the whistlers 
and autograph hounds. The 16- 
year-old's mother had wanted 
her about what it might be like 
when she played on Centre 
Court on People's Sunday at 
Wimbledon. 

Apparently, mom had pre¬ 
pared her even better for the 
woman she was about to play. 

Koumikova shocked sev¬ 
enth-seeded Alike Huber on 
Sunday evening, recovering 
from a rocky start to win. 3-6. 
6-4. 6-4. Koumikova’s victory 
was the sixth upset in the 
women's draw on a shockingly 
unpredictable day. 

The top half of the women’s 
draw is wide open for No. 1- 
seeded Martina Hingis after all 
of its remaining seeded players 
except No. 12 Irina Spiriea 
were eliminated Sunday. No. 5 
Lindsay Davenport lost to 
Denisa Chladkova of the Czech 
Republic. No. 10 Conchita 
Martinez—the only former 
champion in the field — fell. 6- 
4, 6-2, to 32-year-old Helena 
Sukova. No. 14 Brenda 
Schultz-McCarthy lost a third- 
round match to Begium's 
Sabine Appelmans, and No. 16 
Barbara Paulus lost a second- 
round meeting to Japan's 
Naoko Kijimuta. 

“Martina’s job became a lot 
easier.” second-seeded Monica 
Seles said even before Huber 
lost. “There are quite a few 
openings in a couple of parts of 
die draw. In my draw, that’s 



Graf 


not-the case right now." 

Sixth-seeded Amanda Coet- 
zer was the one seeded player 
in Seles’ half of the bracket to 
lose. Coetzer fell to Canada’s 
Patricia Hy-Boulais. But No. 3 
Jana Novotna, No. 8 Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario, No. 9 Mary 
Pierce and No. 11 Mary Joe 
Fernandez won. 

If Steffi Graf needs any 
more incentive to work her 
way back to the top of 
women's tennis after her recent 
knee surgery, perhaps she 
should read what Hingis had to 
say about her. 

Hingis rose to the No. I 
ranking while Graf was nursing 
her sore knee earlier this year, 
and has not played Graf since 
taking the top spot Yet when 
asked Sunday if she regretted 
that, and if she hoped she 
would get a chance to prove 
herself against Graf. Hingis 
essentially dismissed the best 
women’s player of this decade. 


South American Championships 


BRAZIL COMPLETED its 
breeze through the Copa Amer¬ 
ica. comfortably knocking off 
hosts Bolivia 3-1 in La Paz to 
win a less-than-meaningful 
South American title. 

The final unsurprisingly 
matched the only two signifi¬ 
cant nations to send foil squads 
to the tournament, which fell in 
the middle of World Cup quali¬ 
fying matches in South America 
-and CONCACAF. Brazil 
doesn't have to qualify as 
defending champions and so 
decided to use the Copa Amer¬ 
ica as a foil dress rehearsal, 
while Bolivia, which does have 
to qualify and is in a tough bot¬ 
tle. had a certain obligation as 
the hosts. 



describing 28-year-old Graf as 
being at. or near, the end, of to? 
career. ’• 

“I don’t care about what’s oti 
the other side, because if she’s 
going to come back again; fofi 
sure it’s not going to be it*? 
same Steffi as before," 16 -yeatx 
old Hingis said. “You could see 
it already now, that she didn’f 
play as well as before, but she’s? 
not the youngest player on the 
tour." 

Continued Hingis, who fre-^ 
quently referred to Graf and her 
career in the past tense: T can’t 
really talk about it, because to 
career is almost over and I'm ft 
the beginning, so I don’t really 
care.” ...} 

Less than 24 hours after, 
playing a five-set mateh against 
Goran Ivanisevic, Sweden's’ 
Magnus Norman was back cnl 
the court Sunday, with ‘ the 
blessings of a Wimbledon 
physician. 

Norman had to seek medi 
attention in the fifth set of Ws 
upset over Ivanisevic, the Np- j 
seed, when an accelerated, 
heartbeat caused him so-much' 
concern that he stopped-play. A 

condition he’s dealt with pre^ 
ously in his tennis career? the 
irregular heartbeat had been 
diagnosed as not ' 
threatening by his doctoi 'Q 
Sweden, but Norman saw ^ 
local doctor for reassurance 
before he played . his feird-^ 
round match Sunday. 

“I didn't feel veryj 
about it, but I wok the decision: 
that I’m going to play because; 
the doctor said before that it’s 
not dangerous for Gfe. But,' of* 
course, you think about it” said 
Norman, who lost to Bred Ste-. 
ven. 6-7 (7-5), 6-2,6-3,6-l,«J 
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